2ND CLASS. MAILED ON OCTOBER 23, 1995 SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $2.00 


A NEWSPAPER DEVOTED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE 
CHICAGO BEARS AND 

THE NFL 


Vol. 20 No. 23 October 28, 1995 


Bears 
Survive 
Squeaker 


Stadium 
News 
Inside 


Conway 
Raises 
His Game 


9 BEAR REPORT 


i es WE 
Super weekend 


Members of the 1985 Bears watch balloons float skyward during a special 
halftime ceremony that culminated a weekend of festivities celebrating the 
10-year anniversary of their Super Bowl title. (Photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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assing with flying colors 


Kramer battles 
for supremacy 
.with top QBs 


LARRY MAYER [as 


About the only thing Erik Kramer had 

in common with the Cowboys’ Troy 

+ Aikman and the 49ers’ Steve Young last 

season. was that they all put their socks 
on one foot at atime. 

A year later Kramer is battling foot- 
ball’s top guns for supremacy in the 
NEC. Operating the Bears’ offense at 
maximum efficiency,-Kramer (101.6 
points) is sandwiched between Aikman 
(102.5) and Young (98.2) in quarterback 
rating atop the conference charts. It is 
normally uncharted territory for a 
Chicago signal-caller. 

“Since I’ve been here this is the most 
effectiye and most balanced offense 
we've had and the big difference is really 
the passing game,” said center Jerry 
Fontenot, a third-round draft pick in 
1989. “We feel confident with the way 
things are going. We feel we’re going to 
put points on the board whenever we go 
on the field, whether it’s three or seven, 
and we’re going to drive the ball down 
the field.” 

* The origin of that confidence is 
Kramer, who has rebounded 180 degrees 
after a disappointing 1994 campaign in 
which he won just one game in five starts 
after signing a three-year, $11 million 
contract. That money looked like a steal 
for Kramer a year ago, but now it’s the 
Bears who deserve to be finger-printed. 

Kramer threw three more touchdown 
passes in a 30-27 win over the 
Jacksonville Jaguars Oct. 15, giving him 
14 for the season and 10 in a three-game 
span. The 14 TD passes tied Kramer with 
Kansas City’s Steve Bono for tops in the 
NEL. ; 

While scoring passes are his specialty, 


Kramer game-by-game 


Opponent Cm-At Yds Td Int 
Vikings 19-28 262 3 1 
Packers 15-25 162 11 
at Bucs 18-38 207 00 
at Rams 2738 31740 
Panthers 23-41 259 3 0 
at Jaguars 17-29 245 3 0 


A year after failing to reach expectations, Erik Kramer is tied for the league 
lead with 14 touchdown passes. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Kramer is also excelling in other facets of 
the game. He threw only two intercep- 
tions in the Bears’ first six games and not 
had a pass picked off in four-and-a-half 
games entering Sunday’s contest against 
the Houston Oilers. 

His last interception came in the sec- 
ond quarter of a 27-24 loss to the Packers 
Sept. 11 off a flea-flicker, Only Aikman 
and Cleveland’s Vinny Testaverde have 
thrown fewer interceptions among the 
league’s top 31 quarterbacks. 

Kramer also was not sacked by 
Jacksonville and remained the NFL’s 
least-sacked quarterback having been 
taken down just four times in six games. 
In three of the games, Kramer was not 
sacked or intercepted. 

“He gets rid of the ball quickly,” said 
left tackle Andy Heck. “He makes his 
reads and, boom, the ball’s away. There 
have been times when an offensive line- 
man may have gotten beat — I might 
haye gotten beat — and maybe last year 
it would have been a sack. This year, the 
ball’s away and it’s not a sack.” 

Kramer’s tremendous improvement is 
primarily due to his increased familiarity 
with the offense and the emergence of an 
array of pass catchers that includes wide- 
outs Curtis Conway and Jeff Graham and 
tight end Keith Jennings. 

Conway has caught seven of 
Kramer’s 14 TD passes, including all 
three against the Jaguars. Jennings is sec- 


ond with three scoring receptions. 

“The guy that people overlook in this 
scenario is Keith Jennings,” Kramer said. 
“If you only have two good receivers, a 
lot of teams can do things to take those 
guys away. But they can’t do that if 
you’re making use of your tight end, 
which we’re doing with Keith. He’s more 
of a pass receiving threat than he has 
been in the past, and that’s really allowed 
us to spread the ball out to everybody. 
And he’s doing a great job of blocking, 
which he’s always done.” 

Kramer has demonstrated outstanding 
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poise in the huddle and in the pocket. 
When no receivers are open, he'll gladly 
throw the ball away to avoid a sack. With 
Kramer piloting the offense, the Bears 
have committed only eight turnovers in 
six games, fourth best in the NFC. 

“Probably the best thing we're doing 
now is that we’re not taking sacks and 
we're not giving up the ball easily on 
interceptions, which means we're not 
having any negative plays,” said coach 
Dave Wannstedt. “We're making every- 
body earn everything:they get 

Kramer's key to success is making 
good decisions within the offensive sys- 
tem without forcing passes when no 
options are available. 

“I never want to think in terms of 
playing it safe,” Kramer said. “I always 
would rather think in terms of playing it 
smart and taking what the defense gives 
you, And sometimes the defense doesn’t 
give you anything.” 

There usually is at least one open 
area, however. and more times than not 
Kramer will find it and deliver the ball 
accurately. 

“The offense is really all based on sit- 
uations and how the defense is designed 
to take something away,” Kramer said. 
“We’re obviously going to go to the area 
of least resistance.” - 


LOWEST PRICE AVA 
ON YOUR BEAR 


TURF SHIRT!! 


] Worn by NFL players & coaches 

Mock turtleneck * 100% cotton 

| ° Machine washable « Made in USA 
¢ For athletes & fans all year round 

J: AUNFL teams available 
* Official team colors * Embroidered team 
name on neck * $349@.Only $29.99 each 
+ $4.90 P&H per ORDER! S, M, L, XL, 

I 2x, 3x. (Add $5 for 2x, 8x) 


Send check, money order to 


I ANITA’S TREASURES 
Dept. CH 1395, 1150 E. Cunningham 
| Palatine, IL 60067 
VISA, MasterCard, AmExpress orders 
| CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-535-5667. IL res. 
add sales tax. (Canada add $3 US or cali 
I 708-359-5408) 
Bears Shirts Come in 
Navy or White 
Makes a great gift. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
ORDER NOW! 


u 
I 
! 
be 


BEAR REPORT 


* 


OCTOBER 28, 1995 


Sentimental 


value still 


In 1986 each of the Chicago Bears’ 
Super Bowl rings was made at a cost of 
about $3,000, Nearly 10 years later, the 
sentimental value of each ring far out- 
weighs the monetary value. 

It is the symbol of all the 1985 Bears 
accomplished. It is their proof and their 
link. 

Some of the Bears who have been sep- 
arated from their rings haye felt an anxi- 
ety unlike any other. 

The last time Walter Payton saw his, it 
was in a hotel room in Atlantic City last 
January. Payton apparently left it there by 
accident. He’s had ‘a couple of 15 second 
phone calls from some wise guy who 
says only he knows where it is, but that 
has been Payton’s only hope of retrieving 
it. : 

And he really isn’t interested in a 
replacement. 

“It’s not the same,” he said, 

Maury Buford’s turned up in a pawn 
shop in Arlington Heights. It seems a 
couple of stones. were loose on Buford’s 
ring, so he took it to a local jeweler to 
have them reset. The jeweler sent the ring 
back to the manufacturer through United 
Parcel Service, but it never got there 
because a UPS employee stole the ring. 

UPS's insurance paid for a duplicate 
to be made, and it was in Buford’s hand 
within a couple of months. 

Three months later, Buford received a 


AN POMPE!) as 
- — os 


call from Bears publicist Bryan Harlan 
asking him if he had sold his ring. The 
pawn shop had phoned the Bears and told 
them they had Buford’s ring. The original 
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was returned to Buford, and the duplicate 
was returned to the manufacturer. 

Jim Parmer’s turned up on the bottom 
of a lake in West Texas. It fell off his 
hand while he was fishing there, and was 
found by scuba divers. 

Brian Baschnagel’s flipped out of his 
pocket while he was making a sales call 
and was found in the grass by a limo dri- 
ver. Three days later, a crestfallen 
Baschnagel called the Bears to see if they 
heard anything about the ring and to 
explain he was about to put an ad in the 
newspapers and offer a reward. While he 
was on the phone, another call came into 
the Bears from a relative of the limo dri- 
ver, 

The ring was returned, the reward was 
refused, and the good Samaritan even 
baked Baschnagel a cake and drove the 
ring to him. 

Keith Ortego’s is too valuable to him 
to wear all the time. 

“Everybody wants to see the ring and 
try it on,” he said. “You want to cherish 
it. Every day wear and tear would mess it 
up.” 

Everybody wants to buy Willie 
Gault’s. 

Everybody wants to talk about Mark 
Bortz’s. 

“It’s a nuisance and a hassle,” Bortz 
said. “People always want to look at it.” 

Steve McMichael’s almost never 
leaves his finger. Not even when he naps. 

“I'm very proud of it,” he said. “Not 
too many people get to wear a trophy.” 

Dave Duerson’s is worn every day 
while his New York Giants’ Super Bowl 
ring sits in storage. Bill Tobin’s also is 
worn every day, but the vice president of 
the Indianapolis Colts hopes to store his 
soon to make room for a Colts’ Super 
Bowl ring. 

Henry Waechter wears his on sales 
calls. Jim Morrissey and Thomas 
Sanders, too. Ken Taylor’s comes out for 
business meetings. Tim Wrightman 
wears his at acting auditions. 

Tyrone Keys used to wear his when he 
was a substitute teacher, and now calls it 
part of his attire. 

“The ring proves instant impact,” said 
Keys, who works with high risk young- 
sters. “From that point on you have their 
attention. It’s a shazam piece.” 

Brian Cabral and Leslie Frazier wear 
theirs when recruiting players to attend 
their colleges, Colorado and Trinity. 

“L have a national. championship ring 


Walter Payton hasn’t seen his 
Super Bowl ring since last January 
when he apparently left it in an 
Atlantic City hotel room. 

too, but the first time I meet a recruit I 
wear the Super Bowl ring,” Cabral said. 
“ft’s an ice breaker. They might not 
remember me, but they remember the 
ring.” 

Ken Margerum wore his when he 
went to the Hawaii state office to attempt 
to get a zoning process approved for a 
subdivision. 

Said Margerum, “The guy behind the 
desk says, “Wow. I have your rookie 
card. Will you sign it?’ My folder goes to 
the top of the file. Instant respect.” 

Ron Rivera’s has gotten him to the 
front of a long line in a crowded restau- 
rant. Keys’ has gotten him bumped to 
first class from coach on flights. 
Wrightman’s has gotten him entrance to 
jam packed night clubs. 

Jay Hilgenberg has worn his only once 
besides the night it was presented to him, 
A couple of weeks ago, he was asked to 
wear it to an appearance, so he reluctant- 
ly put the ring in his pocket. On his way 
there, he had a flat tire. His jack broke, so 
he walked to a highway patrolman’s car 
to ask for help. The officer brushed him 
aside, pointing to a pay phone. 

Said Hilgenberg, “I reached in my 
pocket, pulled out the ring and said, 
“Does this help?” He said, “Hilgy!” He 
called a tow company and did everything 
he could for me.” 

Hilgenberg’s is in the pocket of the 
pants he wore that night. He thinks. Jim 
McMahon’s is in a drawer somewhere. 
He thinks. 

Calvin Thomas’ is on’a trophy shelf in 
his house. Tom Thayer’s is in a safe. 
Many are in safety deposit boxes. 

Margerum’s is buried in a tin can 
somewhere in Hawaiian soil. 

“I don’t know where else to put it,” he 
said. 


Dan Pompei covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the’ Chicago Tribune, 
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ot satisfied with success 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Although Curtis Conway has raised 
the level of his game to dizzying heights 
this season, the third-year wide receiver 
says he still‘hasn’t reached the top. 

Conway leads the Bears with 26 
receptions for 443 yards, and his seven 
touchdowns tie him for second place in 
the NFC with Jerry Rice behind league- 
leader Emmitt Smith (13). 

“T can’t really look at that because a 
lot of people would be satisfied,” said 
Conway, the Bears’ No. | draft choice in 
1993, “Right now I still have a lot to 
learn and I have a long way to go. I’ve 
still got to prove myself. Jerry Rice has 
already proven himself. Even if he’s at 
the bottom of the list he’s still going to 
get the ‘same respect as if he was on top 
of the list. I still feel I have a lot to 
prove.” 

Against Jacksonville Conway became 
the first Bear to catch three TD passes in 
a game since Willie Gault accomplished 
the feat at New Orleans on Sept. 18, 
1983. No Bear has had seven TD recep- 
tions in an entire season since Gault had 
seven in 1987. The club record for TD 
catches in a season is 13, shared by Ken 
Kavanaugh (1947) and Dick Gordon 
(1970). 

“I’m more comfortable with the 
offense,” Conway said. “I’m not going 
out there thinking about what I have to 
do. I know what I’ve got to do. Knowing 
the. offense and knowing how to read 
coverages, a lot easier to go out there 
and do your job.” 

That familiarity has certainly paid 
dividends. Conway scored the Bears’ 
first two touchdowns of the season on 
s of 73 and 5 yards from quarter- 
k Erik Kramer, and the former USC 

star hasn’t stopped producing since. 

He wrestled the ball away from 
Carolina cornerback Tyrone Poole in the 
end zone Oct. 8, then caught a short pass. 

. and sped by two defenders up the sideline 
for a 46-yard score a week later in 
Jacksonville. The play against the 
Jaguars was vintage Rice, but Conway 
believes comparisons between himself 

* and the league’s top receivers are prema- 
ture. 

“When you think of Jerry Rice, 
Michael Irvin and those guys, they’re on 
a whole different level,” Conway said. “T 
still have a long way to go. I’m going to 
continue to work hard, and hopefully 
when I’m*done with this game I will be 
up there with those guys.” 

Conway, who entered the season with 
four TDs in his first two seasons, had 
never scored a touchdown at Soldier 
Field before this year’s regular season 
opener. With seven TDs in the first six 
games, he’s beginning to attract league- 
wide attention. 

As the first player drafted in the Dave 
Wannstedt regime, Conway arrived in 
Chicago with high expéctations. He 
turned pro following his junior season 
after playing just one and a half seasons 
as a wide receiver in college. Conway 


was originally recruited to USC as a 
quarterback. 

“T’m happy people are starting to look 
at me differently as a ballplayer right 
now,” he said. “I felt it was going to take 
time. Any time you’re new at something 
you have to crawl before you can walk, 
and in my rookie year I was crawling. 
Now I’m starting to walk a little bit.” 

Conway failed to live up to inflated 
expectations as a rookie when he caught 
19 passes for 231 yards and two TDs on 
the NFL’s 28th-ranked offense. 


Midseason comments about being home- 
sick for Los Angeles added fuel to the 
criticism fire, but Conway has come a 
long way since his first season. His per- 
ception of Chicago is no longer the same. 

“It’s changed a lot,” he said. “When I 
came out here I had a lot of expectations 
and there were a lot of people who were 
kind of down on me. It was a whole new 
experience for me.” 

Conway set USC records for kickoff 
returns (73), kick return yards (1,723) 
and longest punt return (96 yards), He 


was also a two-year track letterman with 
a 10.28 best in the 100-yard dash. But his 
limited experience at receiver made his 
transition to the NFL that much more dif- 
ficult. 

“J always felt that I had the tatent and 
the athletic ability to play in this league,” 
Conway said. “As a receiver, I didn’t 
have the knowledge and the technique of 
being a pure receiver. As the years have 
gone on I’ve been able to learn and find 
out some things to help me be a better 
receiver.” 
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Bears survive Houston rally 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Tf Sunday’s game was a boxing match, 
it,would have been stopped late in the 
first half with the Bears pummeling the 
Houston Oilers 25-0. 

Unfortunately for Chicago, the NFL 
requires all of its teams to go the dis- 
tance. 

After delivering an early knockout 
punch, the Bears not only helped the 
Oilers up off the canvas but nursed them 
back to life before escaping with a 35-32 
victory. 

It was the third straight narrow, nail- 
biting win for the Bears (5-2), who head 
into Monday night’s division encounter 

, at Minnesota in a first-place tie with the 
Green Bay Packers (5-2) atop the NFC 
Central. 

Prior to Sunday, the Bears had defeat- 
ed the Carolina Panthers 31-27 and the 
Jacksonville Jaguars 30-27 on consecu- 
tive weekends. Both expansion teams 
won Sunday, 

“Tam very pleased to be 5-2,” said 
coach Dave Wannstedt. “These were 
three games that three weeks ago we 
thought we should win and we won 
them. We can make this as negative as 
people want, but it’s tough to get wins. 
As I told our players, you're not going to 
line up and beat anybody 50-0.” 

It appeared the Bears were headed in 
that direction early in the game. With 
several members of the 1985 Super Bowl 
XX champions in attendance, the ‘95 
Bears played like champions. 

Chicago grabbed a 15-0 first quarter 
lead by dominating key statistical cate- 
gories such as total yards (229-17), first 
downs (9-0) and time of possession 
(11:13-3:47). 

Erik Kramer was intercepted on the 
game’s first play from scrimmage as cor- 
nerback Darryll Lewis picked off a deep 
pass intended for Jeff Graham down the 
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1995 NFL STANDINGS 


left sideline. But the Bears got the ball 
right back on the next play as Marty 
Carter’s hit on rookie runner Rodney 
Thomas resulted in a fumble that was 
recovered by John Thierry at the Oilers’ 
41-yard line. 

Chicago cashed in the turnover as 


Kevin Butler kicked a 28-yard field goal 
to give the Bears a 3-0 lead with 12:42 
left in the first quarter. Butler came 
through again on Chicago's next posses- 
sion, capping a 13-play, 79-yard drive 
with a 22-yard field goal that made it 6-0. 
with 5:17 remaining in the opening peri- 
od. 

After the Oilers were forced to punt 
for the second straight time, the potent 
Chicago offense struck quickly. Kramer 
connected with speedster Curtis Conway 
on a 76-yard touchdown bomb that 
widened the margin to 13-0 with 2:44 left 
in the first quarter. 

The Bears picked up a blitz by 
Houston’s “46” defense on the play, 
enabling Kramer to hit Conway on a deep 
post pattern. Conway stretched out his 
arms and made a fingertip catch for the 
game's first touchdown. 

Then it was the defense’s turn. The 
much-maligned unit recorded a safety 
late in the period as Al Fontenot sacked 
Houston quarterback Chris Chandler in 
the end zone to make it 15-0. 
Linebackers Joe Cain and Ron Cox 
blitzed on the play, and Chandler had no 
chance of escaping the pressure. 


After taking over at 
their own 43 following 
the ensuing free kick, the 
Bears proceeded to 
march 57 yards on seven 
plays, extending their 
lead to 22-0 on Rashaan 
Salaam’s l-yard TD 
burst with 12:58 left in 
the second quarter. 
Salaam rushed for 109 
yards on 29 carries, sur- 
passing the century mark 
for the second time this 
season. 

The Bears thwarted 
Houston's subsequent 
drive as Carter and 
Thierry teamed up again. 
Carter hit backup tight 
end Michael Roan after a 
short completion, forcing 
a fumble that was recov- 
ered by Thierry. 

Butler converted the 
turnover into a 47-yard 
field goal to put the 
Bears ahead 25-0 with 


4:36 remaining in the Jeff Graham caught a game-high nine passes for 


first half. 


137 yards and one TD in Sunday’s 35-32 win over 


Then, the roof caved the Houston Oilers. (Photo by Steve Woltmann) 


in, 

Chandler threw a 24-yard TD pass to 
Todd McNair, then dove into the end 
zone on a quarterback draw for the two- 
point conversion to pull the Oilers to 
within 25-8 with 3:12 to play in the half. 

A few moments later Butler's 35- 
yarder — his fourth of the first half and 
14th of the season without a miss — gave 
the Bears a seemingly insurmountable 
28-8 advantage. 

Two plays later Thierry recovered his 
third fumble of the half after Alonzo 
Spellman sacked Chandler, forcing him 
to cough up the ball at the Houston 17. 

The Bears were close to padding their 
margin when Kramer made a costly mis- 
take on a second-and-goal play from the 
Houston 3. Calling an audible, Kramer 
attempted a quick out-pattern to Jeff 
Graham. But Lewis stepped in front of 
the Chicago receiver, caught the ball with 
one hand, and dashed untouched 98 yards 
for a touchdown that drew the Oilers to 
within 28-15 at halftime. 

“The guy made a great play,” 
Wannstedt said. “Erik had made that 
same call in other situations and it 
worked. That just took the wind out of 
our sails at that point because we thought 
for sure we were going to be up 35-8 at 
that point.” 

Riding a wave of emotion, the Oilers 
pulled to within 28-25 by outscoring the 
Bears 10-0 in the third quarter on a 1- 
yard TD run by H-back Frank Wycheck 
and a 39-yard field goal by Al Del Greco. 
The kick was set up by a Salaam fumble 
the Oilers recovered at the Houston 43. 

Kramer responded by hitting Graham 
with an 18-yard TD pass off a quick slant 
to cap a 12-play, 73-yard drive and give 
Chicago some breathing room at 35-25 
with 10:18 left in the game. 


Chandler threw a 6-yard scoring strike 
to Haywood Jeffires with 2:23 to play to 
make it 35-32: But the Bears were able to 
run out the clock and preserve another 
tight win. 

“This was a little bit of a character 
check for us,” Wannstedt said. “That play 
right before the half, that’s one from a 
coaching standpoint that you stand back 
and wait and see how they’re going to 
respond and how they're going to battle. 
Our guys never quit. I thought they per- 
formed well.” 

The Bears’ defense again failed to 
generate consistent pressure on the quar- 
terback. At least this week they forced 
three turnovers, something that was miss- 
ing in previous games. 

“Great defenses cause turnovers and 
we went into this game with the idea that 
we needed to cause turnovers and get our 
explosive offense — with Erik Kramer, 
Jeff Graham and Curtis Conway — on 
the field so we can get some points on the 
board,” Carter said. 

The defense executed that plan, but 
they once again nearly squandered a 
commanding lead. 

“What we have todo as a team and as 
a defense when we get a teamulown is to 
keep our foot on them and take control of 
the game,” Carter said. “We're still 
young and we're learning every day. The 
only thing I can say is that we came out 
of it with a victory and we're where we 
wanted to be at this point of the season. 

“We're 5-2 and we’re going to 
Minnesota with a winning attitude. We 
did what it takes to win today, and that’s 
the bottom line. It’s all about wins and 
losses. You can correct the mental-errors 
and the missed tackles, but once you lose 
a game you can’t get it back.” 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears have won some games by 
land and others by air this season, but on 
Sunday it was a balanced attack that 
paved the way to a 35-32 victory over the 
Houston Oilers. 

Jeff Graham and Curtis Conway 
each gained over 100 receiving yards and 
Rashaan Salaam topped the century 
mark on the ground to pace an offense 
that compiled 480 total yards. 

It was the second time this season that 
Graham (9 catches for 137 yards and 1 
TD) and Conway (3-111-1) topped the 
100-yard mark in the same game. The 


"last time the Bears had two 100-yard 


receivers prior to this season was when 
Willie Gault and Dennis McKinnon did 
it at Minnesota on Sept. 19, 1985. 

Erik Kramer directed the passing 
attack, completing 24 of 41 for 349 yards 
and 2 TDs with 2 interceptions. 

“I know that based on what teams do 
to us, Erik will know where to go with 
the ball,” said Graham, whose 18-yard 
TD reception in the fourth quarter helped 
preserve the win. “A lot of times you 
might read it as Curtis is getting the ball 
or Jeff is getting the ball. But it’s all 
based on what, Erik is reading.” 

Kramer’s consecutive passes without 
an interception streak was snapped at 162 
on the game’s first play from scrimmage. 
He fell short of the team record of 173 set 
by Jim Harbaugh in 1990. 

Kramer’s 300-yard passing game is 
just the fourth such game by a Bear quar- 
terback at Soldier Field. The Bears have 


had 18 on the road and another 13 at © 


Wrigley Field. For Kramer, it’s his third 
as a Bear and his first in a winning game. 

Kramer and Conway have started 12 
games together the past two years and 
they’ ve connected on 10 TD passes, 
including bombs of 85, 73, 41, 46 and 76 
yards. Kramer has also thrown a 76-yard 
scoring pass to Graham. 

“T’m just trying to make plays when I 
get a chance,” Conway said. “Sometimes 
you’re not going to have the ball thrown 
to you. ...Jeff Graham had a big day 
today, and he was the man.” 

On the ground, Salaam gained 109 
yards on 29 carries for the second 100- 
yard game of his brief pro career. He also 
fumbled again, however, and admitted he 
ran more cautiously after the miscue. 

“In the second half I didn’t read my 
blocks as well as I did in the first half,” 
Salaam said. “When I fumbled the ball it 
kind of brought me down a little bit, 
which it shouldn’t. I tried to run a little 
tentative and tried to keep two hands on 
the ball more.” 

Salaam credited his teammates with 
providing him moral support, not to men- 
tion gaping holes to run through. 

“The guys on the team are big sup- 
porters of mine,” he said. “They always 
pat me on the back and they're always 
telling me positive things. The offensive 
line’s doing a great job. I was pretty 
much walking into the secondary today 


. because they were opening some big 


holes for me.” 


NO COMPLETE GAME: The big 
holes that have dogged the Chicago 
defense in recent weeks didn’t appear 


ATTACK 


Bears win by air, land 


until the second half of Sunday’s game. 

In the first half the Bears forced three 
turnovers and limited the Oilers 104 total 
yards and just four first downs. But 
Kramer’s interception that was returned 
98 yards for a TD by Darryll Lewis gave 
Houston life heading into the locker 
room at halftime. 

Houston quarterback Chris Chandler 
was able to exploit the Chicago defense, 
fueling the comeback by completing 24 
of 38 passes for 296 yards and 2 TDs. . 

“To me, there’s a long way to go, but 
it’s possible to get there,” said defensive 
lineman Richard Dent, who saw limited 
action. “It’s all about attitude. We made a 
step this week; definitely in the first half. 
I thought we could have played better in 
the second half. They were just throwing 
some balls up, and they just got lucky 
and came down with a few.” 

“We have to play for 60 minutes, but 
give Houston credit,” added linebacker 
Vinson Smith. “They got that big inter- 
ception with a couple seconds left in the 
first half. They felt like they could come 
out and do some different things, and 


f. 


This 1-yard TD dive by rookie Rashaan Salaam gave 
the Bears a seemingly safe 22-0 first half edge. But the 


they did. Our thing was to stop the run 
and pass the ball, which they did, so I 
think they pretty much played into our 
hands at what we wanted to do.” 

John Thierry’s three fumble recover- 
ies were the most by a Bear since Virgil 
Livers recovered three on Oct. 5, 1975. 

“That’s just the nature of the defense, 
trying to swarm to the ball,” Thierry said. 
“Tt just happened that I was around the 
ball. Good licks were made, fumbles 
were caused, and I was there to get the 
ball.” 

The Bears blitzed Chandler through- 
out the game, often with a linebacker and 
a safety and sometimes with two line- 
backers. Chicago recorded two sacks. 
One by Al Fontenot resulted in a safety 
and the other by Alonzo Spellman 
forced a fumble that was recovered by 
Thierry. 

The safety was the first by the Bears 
since Nov. 27, 1988 when Steve 
McMichael turned the trick against the 
Packers. 

“We've got to continue to work on the 
pass rush,” Wannstedt said. “We've got 


Bears nearly squandered the big lead before holding 
on to beat Houston 35-32. (Photo by Steve Woitmann) 
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to be able to put more pressure on the 
quarterback. We blitzed as much today as 
we have the last three games total and 
we’ve got to be careful there. We've got 
to pick and choose because you can’t 
leave those guys hanging out there too 
much.” 


GIVE THEM STARS: Impressive 
individual performances were turned in 
by Michael Timpson, who caught three 
passes for 31 yards; Kevin Butler, who 
kicked four field goals to up his season 
total to 14 without a miss; and Dwayne 
Joseph, who recorded two bruising spe- 
cial team tackles. 

Todd Sauerbrun also held for ali 
kicks for the first time this season, 
replacing Chris Gedney, who is hospi- 
talized with colitis. 

“We had some individuals who made 
some plays that hadn’t in a while,” 
Wannstedt said. “Michael Timpson made 
three critical third down catches and 
recovered the onside kick. Kevin Butler 
was solid again with the field goals. And 
Todd Sauerbrun did.a nice job of holding 
for the first time.” 

Sauerbrun didn’t fare nearly as well 
kicking off and punting. He booted 
another kickoff out of bounds, drawing a 
chorus of boos from the fans. 


OTHER NOTES: The Bears entered 
the game with just 20 first quarter points 
but scored 15 points in the opening peri- 
od on 1 TD, 2 field goals and 1 safety. 

...Conway’s 19-yard rush on an end- 
around play was the longest of his career. 
He had an 18-yard yun as a rookie. 

.-The 98-yard interception return was 
the third longest against the Bears. 
Detroit’s Bob Smith had a 102-yarder in 
1949 and New England’s Rick Sanford 
had a 99-yarder in 1982. 
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SCORING SUMMARY 

15 10 7 32 

13 0 yh 35 
, Butler 28-yard field goal (6-31, 1:56) 0-3 

, Butler 22-yard field goal (13-79, 5:42) 0-6 


Houston Oiler 
Chicago Bears 
Bears, 1, 1 
Bears, 1, 


Bears, 1, , Conway 76-yard pass from Kramer (Butler, kick) 
(3-79, 0:56) 

Bears, 1, , Chandler sacked by Fontenot for a safety, 0-15 

Bears, 2, 12:58, Salaam 1-yard run (Butler, kick) (7-57, 4:26) 0-22 

Bears, 2, 4:36, Butler 47-yard field goal (11-52, 4:52) 0-25 

Oilers, 2, 2, McNair 24-yard pass from Chandler (Chandler, 


run) (6-71, 1:24) 8-25 

Bears, 2, 1:26, Butler 35-yard field goal (6-29, 1:46) 8-28 * 

Oilers, 2, 0:08, Lewis 98-yard interception return (Greco, kick) 
14-28 

Oilers, 3, 6:22, Wycheck !-yard run (Greco, kick) (5-80, 2:22) 22- 


28 

Oilers, 3, 2:11, Greco 39-yard field goal (7-20, 3:12) 25-28 

Bears, 4, 10;18, Graham 18-yard pass from Kramer (Butler, kick) 
(12-73, 6:53) 25-35 


4, 2:23, Jeffires 6-yard pass from Chandler (Greco, kick) 
(11-83, 2:54) 32-35 

Attendance: 63,545; tickets distributed: 66,944; unused: 3,399; 
time; 3:19 

Weather: Temperature 46; humidity 68; wind SW 10 mph 


fi FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Oilers Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 15 26 
By Rushing 2 8 
By Passing 12 17 
By Penalty 1 1 
‘THIRD DOWN 3-10-30% 7-15-47% 
FOURTH DOWN E 1-1-100% | 1-1-100% 
TOTAL NET YARDS 327 480 
Total Offensive 55 79 
Average gi c play 59 6.1 
YARDS RUSHING 46 131 
‘otal Rushing Plays 15 38 
Average gain per rushing play 31 34 
NET YARDS PASSING 281 349 
‘Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 215 0-0 
296 349 
ONS-HAD INT. 38-240  41-24-2 
thrown passing) 7.0 85 
7-00 8-1-0 
3452-305 
0) 0 
0-0 0.0 
URN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) 96 21 
No. and Yards Punt Returns 0-0 221 
No. and Yards Kickoff Returns 7155 6-70 
No. and Yards Interception Returns 2.96 0-0 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 9-65 7-15, 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 43 a 
TOUCHDOWNS 4 3 
Rushing 1 1 
Passing 2 2 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts 4-4 33 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts 12 44 
SAFETIES 0) 0) 
FINAL SCORE 32 35 
TIME OF POSSESSION 22:50 37:10 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Salaam 29 109 3.8 16 1 
Conway 1 19 19.0 19 0 
Green 3 5 17 3 0 
Kramer oi 2 “4 1 0 
=, Had 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Kramer 41 24 349 0 0 2 0m 2 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Graham 9 137 20 
Conway 3 il 76 «1 
Timpson 3) 3ieeeisan 0 
Green 3 16 9 0 
Carter 2 22 i 4) 
Johnson 2 10 5 0 
Jennings 1 15 iSO) 
Wetnight 1 7 et: 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Sauerbrun 2 119.95 = oi 1 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 


Graham 2 1 21 TiO) 


GAME 
STATISTICS 


Rushing Yards 
150 . 


0 Bears 


Passing Yards 
350 


300 


250 


200 


150 


100 


50 


Third Down Conversions (%) 
50 


Oilers 
Time of Possession 


Bears 37:10 


Oilers 22:50 


@ Bears 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LGTD 
Lewis 3) il) 9442-230) 
Carter 2 Ohman 900) 
Graham iy PON See sIa0 
Timpson (Oie0) VCR 1040 
HOUSTON OILERS 
let ng 

RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Butts qf 21 3.0 8 0 
‘Thomas 4 i 28 7 0) 
McNair 1 ih 7.0 2 0 
Chandler 2 6 3.0 6 0 
Wycheck 1 1 1.0 1 1 

Had 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Chandler 38) 24 2967-2 15 2 42 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Jeffires 6 oy) 9h 
McNair 6 So) A 
Seabron 4 81 34 «(0 
Hannah 2 60 42 «0 
Lewis Qe iG 1240) 
Butts 2 0: 110" 0: 
Roan iS) \6pe so 10 
‘Thomas Low 4 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Lewis 2 9 98 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 G 
Camarillo 3) 135 45.0 10/55: 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Downed 120 "09.30" 10 
Touchback Vase ts ICE SO 


KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
Gray 7 (0. 55 54 

CHICAGO BEARS 

Unofficial 

T A SK YL INT. PD 
Carrier 5 0 00" O00: 0 6 
Carter 5 10 180; 0; 10 90 
Minter 4 1 00 00 00 0 
Lincoin 4 0 00 00 0 1 
Miniefieid 3 1 00 00 Oo 
Cain 3 610, 00° 00 0 © 
Flanigan 3 {0-80 *00) 0; “Oo 
Mangum 3 © 100 00; 0 0 
Cox 2 D ‘00 6, 0! - 0) 
Spellman 2 10) td 0) 7 
Zotich 2. 0 ‘00 “00' @ 6 
Fontenot 1S 0 © TO) “8G” (Ors “<0 
Woolford 1: | 10: OO 00: "8 

HOUSTON OILERS 

Unofficial 

T A SK YL WE PD 
Cecil 9 © 00,00 0 0 
Bishop 8 0 00 00 0 oO 
Lewis TWO! (00> 200. « Bs: 
Dishman 5) = he00, 0 0° 2 
Barrow 5 0 00 00 0 0 
Montgomery 3. dh W018: 10. 946 
Bames a 600 00 0 0) 
Robinson 3° P0100: 80F (0) 
Walker 3 0 00 00 0 0 
Bowden 2 2 0) 0 30 6 
Ford 2 0 ©0 O68 © 0 
Veasey 2 0 08 60 0 1 
Jackson 1 2 ©0 00 © © 
McGhee i 0 G0 00 © <6 
Cook 0 L 60 00 ©, © 
Wortham 0 EF 00-00 0 © 


TD 
0 


eoccooecocccog 


SSE co0ccccco+cook 
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Bears win ‘A Tale of Two Halves’ 


DOUG BUFFONE 


- ill 


Bear fans who paid for tickets to 
Sunday*s game against the Houston 
Oilers should feel fortunate. They saw 
two games for the price of one. 

The Bears dominated the first half, 
then had to hold on for their lives before 
beating the Oilers 35-32 in a strange 
game. 

The way the Bears’ defense was play- 
ing with fire and emotion in the first half, 
I thought this game should have been 
over by halftinle. The Bears were ahead 
28-8 and the defense was firing off the 
ball. They forced turnovers and they even 
recorded a safety. They were on top of 
Houston and it really seemed like the 
Oilers’ offense couldn’t get out of their 
way. 

But once again this team proved that 
it just doesn’t know how to put anybody 
away. Erik Kramer threw an interception 
that was returned 98 yards for a touch- 
down at the end of the first half, and that 
was a back-breaker that gave the Oilers 
life. 

Offensively, the Bears continued to 
show why they’re one of the highest 
scoring teams in the league. There’s no 
question this team can move the ball with 
those terrific wide receivers, Curtis 
Conway and Jeff Graham. 

Kramer continues to make excellent 
decisions and spread the ball around to an 
array of receivers. The numbers the 
offense is putting up are really mind-bog- 
gling when you compare them to previ- 
ous. seasons. 

What concerns me the most is the big 
plays the defense allows. The Bears per- 
mitted four pass plays of over 24 yards in 
the game, and good defenses just don’t 
do that. 

Just look at the final four or five min- 
utes of the last three games. It seems as if 
the Bears will allow the opposing offense 
to score seven points as long as they take 
valuable time off the clock. They’ ve been 
up by 10 late the last two weeks and 
they’ve given up a touchdown fairly easi- 
ly both times. Those are two games they 
should have won by 10 points, but they 
were forced to squeak them out. You just 
can’t let a team march the ball down the 
field at such an important point in the 
game. 

Third down continues to be a prob- 
lem. Although the Oilers converted on 
just 30 percent (3 of 10) of their third 
down plays, one was a 17-yard gain to 
Haywood Jeffires on third-and-16. 

The Bears must work on their pass 
tush. The deficiency is most evident on 
those final drives when there’s a four- 


man rush, everyone knows the quarter- 
back must throw the ball, and it’s man 
against man, The Bears are not making 
plays in those situations. 

The bottom line, of course, is winning 
the games you’re supposed to win. I’ve 
talked about that for three weeks in a 
row, but it’s a point well worth repeating. 
The Bears were able to win these past 
three games, and they deserve credit. But 
there’s no question that this team must 
get better in order to progress. 

The defense just puzzles me. If they 
played that well in the first half, why 


, were.they unable to play the same way in 


the ‘second half? I'd really like to see 
some more sacks and see them stiffen up 
near the end of the games. 

One major positive was the play of 
Marty Carter, He had two great hits that 
caused fumbles in the first half, and he’s 
doing an excellent job of patrolling the 
secondary. 

The defensive backs played better 
Sunday than they have the past few 
weeks, but there was a play there across 
the middle that I feel Mark Carrier should 
have made. 
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With three straight wins under their 
belts, the Bears now turn their attention 
to snapping their Monday hight hex 
against the Minnesota Vikings in a key 
division battle. This team started to get 
some confidence and believe in itself fol- 
lowing last season’s 35-18 upset victory 
in the playoffs at Minnesota. 

Let’s hope for a similar outcome 
Monday. 


Doug Buffone hosts the “Doug 
Buffone Sports Magazine Sunday morn- 
ings on SportsChannel. 


Chicago Bears 75th Anniversary Print 


By Artist Tim Spransy 


This full color, fine art, limited edition commemorative print represents the ultimate in collectable Bears memorabilia. The edition 
consists of 750 regular and 75 artist proofs in the Signature Series and 750 regular and 75 artist proofs in the Unsigned Series to meet 
the needs and budgets of all Bears fans. Each Signature Series print is personally autographed by; Doug Atkins, George Blanda, Dong 
Buffone, Dick Butkus, Jim Covert, Mike Ditka, Gary Fencik, Dan Hampton, Harlon Hill, Stan Jones, Sid Luckman, George McAfee, 
Jim McMahon, Johnny Morris, George Musso, Gale Sayers, Mike Singletary, Clyde Turner, Bill Wade and Walter Payton. 


Each print is signed and numbered by the artist and comes with a Certificate of Authenticity and an Identification Card. 


Unsigned Series regular print 25” x 37” 
Unsigned Series artist proof print 25” x 37” . 
Signature Series regular print 27” x 37” 


Signature Series artist proof 27” x 37” 
Framing option as shown 36” x 44” 


TO ORDER CALL: 1-800-697-8172 THE GALLERY OF SPORTS 


Quantities are limited and prices are subject to change. 
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‘85 SUPER BEARS CELEBRATION 
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A weekend to remember 


By Fred Mitchell 
Bear Report Columnist 


It was a reunion to beat all reunions, 
according to members of the 1985 Super 
Bowl team. 

The ‘85 Bears and their coaching staff 
were feted last weekend with a team din- 
ner Friday night at Riva’s restaurant on 
Navy Pier, an alumni dinner Saturday at 
the Hilton Towers and special halftime 
ceremonies during the game with 
Houston that included player introduc- 
tions, comments to the Soldier Field 
crowd by Hall of Fame running back 
Walter Payton and a fireworks display. 

“This weekend exceeded my expecta- 
tions,” said Super Bowl punter Maury 
Buford. 

“The neatest thing about this team last 
Friday night when we got together was 
the cohesiveness and the camaraderie 
that still exists today,” said former Bears 
guard Tom Thayer. “We are 10 years 
removed as teammates, but there was still 
a lot of sincere hugging, sincere smiles, 
eye contact. There were really, really 
neat things that showed the closeness of 
this team. That is what carried us 


through, probably more than the fact we 


had the greatest defense in the history of 
the NFL. And a complementary work- 
manlike offense. And great special 
teams. 

“The way these guys embraced each 
other when they saw one another was 
really neat. I see it all the time because I 
run into a Matt Suhey and I run into a 
Jim Covert and (Keith) Van Horne and 
Hilgy (Jay Hilgenberg). But you don’t 
run into Keith Ortego or Mitch Krenk or 
Pat Dunsmore. 

“Look at the paths some of these guys 
have taken,” said Thayer. “Stefan 
Humphries is a doctor. Dave Duerson is 
the CEO of a sausage company. Tim 
Wrightman and Willie Gault are starving 
actors. You have people of all different 
fields and abilities. But for that one year, 
they were all Chicago Bears teammates.” 

Gault was traded to the Raiders in 
1988 when a new contract could not be 
negotiated with the Bears. He has been 
out of football for the past two years. 

“T feel good. I feel like I did 10 years 
ago. Nothing has gotten old but my 
clothes,” said Gault, who lives in Los 
Angeles. “I know I can still play. I work 
out every day. I am in great shape. 

“J know we should have won (Super 
Bowls) three or four times,” said Gault. 
“The team got divided and everything. So 
it was just one of those situations. The 
team should have been kept together and 
I think we could have won three or four 
more Super Bowls. But that is water 
under the bridge now and you have to go 
on and live life to the fullest.” 

Backup quarterback Steve Fuller con- 
curred with Gault. 

“We didn’t live up to our own stan- 
dard for the next two or three years (after 
1985) and I think we regret that,” said 


Fuller, “I think it makes you realize how 
hard it is to win one and how fortunate 
you are to have everything go right to be 
able to win anything.” 

“The biggest question is: ‘What if we 
could have stayed together for just a cou- 
ple more years?’” said wide receiver 
Dennis McKinnon. “In the end, this 
(weekend) tells the fans of Chicago how 
special that time was. We can go to any 
state in America and brag that we are 
from Chicago.” 

Former safety Dave Duerson lives in a 
Chicago suburb, but he had not seen sey- 
eral former teammates in many years. 

“Tt has been really nice to see the guys. 
and see that they are in great health,” said 
Duerson. “No one has missed a beat. 
From the moment we got here, it is as if 
we have been transformed to 1985. All 
the camaraderie...that was the unique 
thing about this team. Whether it was the 
wives or the families, we were just a very 
close group.” 

Nostalgia was replaced quickly by 
stark reality last Sunday. The Super Bowl 
champions watched in trepidation as the 
1995 edition had to hang on for an un- 
Bear-like, 35-32, victory over the Oilers. 

Arguably the best defense of all-time 
has been supplanted by a slowly-develop- 
ing bend-and-almost-always break unit. 

“You have to bet the over with this 
team,” joked former Bears tight end 
Emery Moorehead. 

Last Sunday the Bears’ prolific 
offense led by quarterback Erik Kramer 
(24 of 41 for 349 yards), wide receivers 
Curtis Conway and Jeff Graham, and tail- 
back Rashaan Salaam carried them and 
then almost led to their demise. A couple 
of key turnovers allowed the Oilers to 
hang around until the final moments of 
the game, 

“I think it was (Dave) Wannstedt’s 
philosophy where he wanted to get some 
quick guys on defense,” said Duerson. 
“The game is still won in the trenches. 
And guys are getting bigger and bigger. 
So, from the standpoint of what’s hap- 
pening now, he is trying to put points on 
the board. Our philosophy in ‘85 was: ‘If 
they don’t score, we don’t lose.’ Today’s 
Bears are giving up some points. Now 
it’s: ‘Who scores the most.’” 

Kramer tossed two TD passes. But he 
had two passes intercepted by cornerback 
Darryll Lewis, including one that was 
returned 98 yards for a score. Salaam 
rushed for 109 yards on 29 carries and 
one TD, but a second-half fumble was 
tumed into an Oilers’ score. 

“Erik Kramer is hot and it is good to 
see Salaam coming around. I was con- 
cerned about him early because he runs 
real high,” said Duerson. “Defensive 
guys love guys like that. I’m glad to see 
Salaam start to bend over. This is going 
to be an exciting team. But in my humble 
opinion, it will probably be a couple of 
years before we start to see some real 
exciting football back in Chicago.” 

The ‘85 Bears intimidated their oppo- 


Clutching the Super Bowl trophy, Hall of Fame running back Walter 
Payton addresses the crowd during a halftime ceremony honoring the 
1985 Bears Sunday at Soldier Field. (Photo by Steve Woltmann) 


nents with coordinator Buddy Ryan’s 
innovative “46” defense. 

“Somebody has to set the standard. 
Before us, it was the ‘63 Bears team,” 
said Duerson. “Dick Butkus will always 
be a superstar and a hero in Chicago. I 
think it is healthy for teams to have 
something to aspire to. And what better 
than the ‘85 Bears?” 

Former linebacker Otis Wilson attrib- 
utes the success of the ‘85 team to a ran- 
dom collection of talented, flamboyant 
athletes. 

“We just had so many crazy personali- 
ties that we just had fun,” said Wilson. 
“A lot of people called it arrogance. 
Flamboyance is a nice word for it. We 
just called it craziness. When you look at 
Fridge (William Perry) and (Dan) 
Hampton, Walter (Payton), myself, 
Wilber (Marshall):..we had so many dif- 
ferent personalities that you would think 
it would never work. That you could 
never put these guys in the lockerroom 
and come out with something positive. 
But we got down to what we were doing 
and had fun doing it. 

“We had a crazy guy (Mike Ditka) 
driving the bus and another guy steering 
in the back (Ryan). It reminded me of 
(the movie) ‘One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.’ It was fun in a crazy 
way,” said Wilson. 

“Now that I sit back and listen to you 
(media) guys talk about us and compar- 


ing us to other teams and listening to 
other players around the league talk 
about our team, I don’t think anybody 
compares to our team,” said Wilson. “We 
took over Park Avenue, too, for awhile. 
A lot of people made some good money. 
Even in the music industry. So we 
touched on a lot of different areas.” 

One former prominent Bears player 
who did not show up for last weekend’s 
festivities was William “Refrigerator” 
Perry. 

“With different family obligations and 
the private guy William is...I haye no less 
admiration for him whatsoever that he 
wasn’t here,” said Thayer. “I had a lot of 
quality time with William. I thought it 
was a great opportunity to play with him 
and watch*him develop. To me, he is a 
quality personality. He is a great guy. 
And for those people who really didn’t 
get to know him, it’s a shame.” 

“Fridge and I were locker partners. I 
would like to see Fridge,” said former 
outside linebacker Jim Morrissey. “But 
he probably has other things he has to do 
now. But for the guys who are here, it 
was good to see them. It was like time 
never passed.” 

Thomas Sanders, former Bears run- 
ning back, added: “I would have liked to 
have seen Fridge. I saw him last year, but 
it was just in passing. I didn’t really get 
to talk to him. It would have been good if 
he could have been here.” 
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The colorful collection of personalities that com- 
prised the 1985 Chicago Bears remain an intriguing 
group. 

Twenty-six of the players still reside in the 
Chicago area, and 18 remain involved in football in 
some way. 

Kevin Butler and Richard Dent are the only two 
players still on the Bears, Four others remain in the 

NFL: Mike Tomezak (Steelers), Jim McMahon 
(Browns), Shaun Gayle (Chargers) and Wilber 
Marshall (Jets). Five have become coaches: Jeff 
Fisher, Brian Cabral, Ken Margerum, Leslie Frazier 
“and Dennis McKinnon. 

The following is a look at what the 1985 Bears 
are doing now. (Source: Chicago Sun-Times) 


TOM ANDREWS, G 


Resides in Louisville, Ky. Commercial printing salesman 1 


for QC Commercial Printing. 


, BRIAN BASCHNAGEL, WR 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Works in marketing and 
sales for North American Paper since 1987. 


MARK BORTZ, G 
Resides in suburban Chicago. 


MAURY BUFORD, P 
Resides in suburban Chicago. A sales rep for, Globe Glass 
and Mirror. 


KEVIN BUTLER, K 
Resides in suburban Chicago. In 11th season with Bears. 


BRIAN CABRAL, LB 
Resides in Boulder, Co. Linebackers coach at the 
University of Colorado since 1989. 


JIM COVERT, OT 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Works for Caremark 
International as vice president of business development 
for acquiring physical-therapy businesses. 


RICHARD DENT, DE 
Resides in suburban Chicago. In 13th year of NFL career 
and second stint with the Bears. 


DAVE DUERSON, S 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Owns Fair Oaks Farm Inc. 
in Kenosha, Wis., the sausage maker that supplies patties 
for McDonald’s restaurants worldwide. 


PAT DUNSMORE, TE 
_ Resides in Lenexa, Kan. 


GARY FENCIK, S 
Resides in Chicago. Account manager for Brinson 
Partners and a football analyst for Fox TV. 


JEFF FISHER, CB 
Resides in Houston. Head coach of Houston Oilers. 


LESLIE FRAZIER, CB 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Head football coach at 
Trinity College in Deerfield since 1988. 


ANDY FREDERICK, OT 
Resides in Dallas. Bridge designer for R-Delta Engineers. 


STEVE FULLER, QB ® 

Resides in Hilton Head, SC. Developer and real estate 
salesman for South Carolina Colleton River Plantation, a 
400-home development with a Jack Nicklaus golf course. 


WILLIE GAULT, WR 
Resides in Los Angeles. Director of sales and marketing 
for Quality King, 4 wholesale grocery company. Also an 


actor and producer and has appeared in TV shows such as 
“In the Heat of the Night, “Renegade,” “Tales From the 
Crypt,” and “Bodies of Evidence.” 


SHAUN GAYLE, S 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Plays for San Diego 
Chargers. 


DENNIS GENTRY, RB 
Resides in Waco, Texas Works in real estate. 


DAN HAMPTON, DE 

Resides in Cleland, Arkansas. Is a morning drive talk 
show host on the Signal Network in Arkansas and a radio 
analyst for WGN-AM Chicago. 


MIKE HARTENSTINE, DL 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Assistant manager and bar- 
tender at The Lantern in Lake Forest. 


JAY HILGENBERG, C 
Resides in suburban Chicago. 


STEFAN HUMPHRIES, OL 
Resides in Rochester, Minnesota. Serving residency in 
physical medicine and rehab at the Mayo Clinic. 


TYRONE KEYS, DL 

Resides in Tampa. Executive Director of All-Sports 
Community Service, which places high-risk high school 
students in college. 


KEN MARGERUM, WR 

Resides in Hawaii. Manager of Puulani Ranch in Puu 
Anahula, Hawaii, a golf course and real estate develop- 
ment. Also offensive coordinator for Hawaii Prep 
Academy. 


WILBER MARSHALL, LB 
Resides in Great Falls, Va. Plays for New York Jets. 


DENNIS McKINNON, WR 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Offensive coordinator at 
Illinois Benedictine College and also analyst for WSCR- 
AM Radio. 


JIM McMAHON, QB 
Resides in suburban Chicago. On Cleveland Browns ros- 
ter. 


STEVE McMICHAEL, DT 
Resides in Austin, Texas. Pro Wrestling commentator 
and Fox TV football analyst. 


EMERY MOOREHEAD, TE 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Real estate salesman for 
Koening and Strey in Deerfield. 


JIM MORRISSEY, LB 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Sales rep for food distribu- 
tor Rykoff Sexton. 


KEITH ORTEGO, WR 
Resides in Lake Charles, La. Coordinator of athletic busi- 
ness at McNeese State. 


WALTER PAYTON, RB 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Member of Bears Board of 
Directors. Partner with Kevin Butler in Gridiron Group, 
which creates golf tournaments. Co-owner of Indy Car 
racing team. 


WILLIAM PERRY, DT 
Resides in Aiken, SC. 


REGGIE PHILLIPS, CB 
Resides in Houston. Real estate broker for Bagany 
Properties. 


RON RIVERA, LB 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Commentator for WGN- 
AM Radio. 


THOMAS SANDERS, RB 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Partner with former team- 
mate Wendell Davis in All Star Image, an ad specialty 
business in Palatine. 


MIKE SINGLETARY, LB 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Motivational speaker and 
consultant in cultural diversity. Also an analyst for Fox 
TV. 


MATT SUHEY, RB 

Resides in suburban Chicago. Independent trader at 
Chicago Board of Trade. Also is a major equity holder in 
AquaPen, a bottled water company. 


KEN TAYLOR, CB 
Resides in Portland, Oregon. Publisher of Pro Athlete 
Insider, a magazine on post-career planning, 


TOM THAYER, G 
Resides in Chicago. Analyst for Fox TV. 


CALVIN THOMAS, FB 
Resides in suburban Chicago. Works for a suburban 
trucking company. 


CLIFF THRIFT, LB 
Resides in Norman, Okla. Manager of Bingo Express, a 
wholesaler Bingo products distributor. 


MIKE TOMCZAK, QB 
Resides in Pittsburgh. Backup qyarterback for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 


KEITH VAN HORNE, RT 
Resides in suburban Chicago. 


HENRY WAECHTER, DT 
Resides in Lincoln, Neb. Works for Synder Industries as 
salesman of poly tanks for sprayers and liquid storage. 


OTIS WILSON, LB 
Resides in Chicago. Manager for Barbara Bates, a cloth- 
ing designer. 
LR 
TIM WRIGHTMAN, TE 
Resides in Los Angeles. Actor in TV commercials. 
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Sauerbrun gives bad 
thoughts the boot 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Wiping all negative thoughts out of 
his mind turned into a positive experi- 
ence for embattled rookie Todd 
Sauerbrun. 

After several weeks of failing to live 
up to his advanced billing, the much-her- 
alded second-round draft pick performed 
well in the Bears’ 30-27 victory at 
Jacksonville. Three of Sauerbrun’s seven 
kickoffs resulted in touchbacks, and he 
pinned the Jaguars inside their own 10- 
yard line on his only punt of the after- 
noon. 

“J went into the game with a little dif- 
ferent frame of mind,” Sauerbrun said. “I 
didn’t let a lot of things eat away at me 
that have been. I didn’t let the fans and 
the media get to me like I have been. I 
kind of just blocked that out and did what 
Thadtodo. + 

“T went into the game with a little 
more confidence than I have been. It was 
good for me that we were on the road 
because I didn’t have to deal with the 
fans.” 

Sauerbrun booted the game’s opening 
kickoff six yards deep in the end zone, 


and it was not returned. The former West 
Virginia star believes that a start like that 
is crucial to his future success. 

“It’s very important. It sets my mind 
at the right tone and gives me confidence 
going into the rest of the game on any 
kick I do,” he said. 

Sauerbrun, who says he didn’t do any- 
thing differently except change his steps 
slightly, expects to kick the ball out of 


“the end zone every time. 


“I expect a lot more,” he said. “I had 
three touchbacks, but I should have had 
five or six. There was basically no wind 
at all. There were some I just line-drived 
and hit wrong. A couple of those should 
have been touchbacks.” 

The Bears were one of only two NFL 
teams without a touchback all of last sea- 
son. This year they have six, including 
five by Sauerbrun. Kevin Butler’s only 
kickoff resulted in a touchback against 
Carolina after a 15-yard penalty enabled 
Butler to kick off from his own 45. 

Sauerbrun used a two-inch tee on 
kickoffs in college but must use a one- 
inch tee in the NFL. He refused to use 
that adjustment as an excuse for poor 
hang time on kickoffs earlier this season, 
however. 


feamed 


of the Bears’ es Bowl XX victory offering 
Coeeoeenmiee tops bea a ga 


Three of Todd Sauerbrun’s seven 
kickoffs against Jacksonville 
resulted in touchbacks. The rookie 
thinks he can do better. 


“That has nothing to do with what's 
been going on,” he said. 

Sauerbrun is ranked 14th in the NFC 
in gross punting average (38.5) and has 
dropped to last in net yardage (30.5). But 
numbers only mean so much. The 29- 
yarder he deadened inside the Jaguars’ 5 
is a perfect examiple of that. 

“That game was definitely good for 
me and good for my confidence,” 
Sauerbrun said. “Hopefully we'll have an 
even better performance this week.” 


Anniversary 
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game against the ‘Houston Oilers ranked 
ist i in the league, one noteh below the 
lowly New York Jets, 

Dave Wannstedt’s ‘troops allowed vs 
Jacksonville Jaguars, an 


been inconsistency,” 
Wannstedt, “We've 


make the plays a ) 
They want to be good, and wi be 

good on defense. with 
it, but I'm not panicked or concerned. 
‘We're going to be fine. 

Bear defenders are taking their lack 
of success personally. 

“We have egos to 
where we can be 
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‘85 SUPER BEARS CELEBRATION 


Repeat success 


Dave Wannstedt was not part of the 
Bears’ Super Bow! legacy that the orga- 
nization honored last weekend at Soldier 

Field. But Wannstedt says he is deter- 
mined to start a new championship tradi- 
tion with the Bears. 

That does not necessarily mean the 
names Jim McMahon, Walter Payton, 
Dan Hampton and Richard Dent will be 
replaced by Erik Kramer, Rashaan 
Salaam, Alonzo Spellman and Chris 
Zorich. 

But then again, ‘stranger things have 
happened. 

As a player, an assistant coach, a 
defensive coordinator, and now a head 
coach, Wannstedt has made a point of 
surrounding himself with winners. 

~~ “The reason I went to Pitt as a player 
was because Pitt was in the top five of 
winning national championships and they 
had a great tradition of having great play- 
ers and great teams,” said Wannstedt, a 
college lineman. 

“The reason I left Oklahoma State as a 


FRED MITCHELL ——! 1//> 77Sstedt’s unenviable 


challenge is to raise 
.standard of excellence 


coordinator to go to USC as a position 
coach was not money. And obviously, 
not title. Not for a place to live. But 
because I felt I could win a national 
championship at USC. And I couldn’t at 
Oklahoma State. 

“The reason that the Chicago Bears’ 
(head coaching) job is so exciting is 
because they have won a Super Bowl. 
And there is such a great tradition. And 
that is what makes this job a little more 
special than some of the other teams 
around the league.” 

The 1985 Bears rolled to a 15-1 regu- 
lar-season record before trouncing the 
New England Patriots 46-10 in Super 
Bowl XX. 

“There are a lot of different ways to 


_do it. A lot of offenses and a lot of 


defenses and philosophies about how to 
get there. And you can’t think that there 
is only one way to do it. But the bottom 
line is the championship. That’s the goal, 
that’s the focus, that’s the big picture,” 
said Wannstedt, who was defensive coor- 
dinator of the Dallas Cowboys when they 
won a Super Bowl three years ago. 

“To compare things to how you did it 
in ‘85, you really don’t get concerned 
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about that,” said Wannstedt. “But the 
thing that is constant with our coaches 
who weren’t here in ‘85 is that we are 
after that same prize that they were after 
going into the ‘85 season. That will never 
change.” 

Veterans Dent and Kevin Butler are 
the only active Bears remaining from the 
Super Bowl team. Both were hopeful of 
performing well against Houston as their 
former teammates watched from the side- 
line. 

“I would like to put on a good show, if 
I can get out there enough to put on a 
good show,” Dent said after the Bears 
held on to beat Jacksonville, 30-27, two 
weeks ago. “It is going to be nice to see 
some of the guys you haven’t seen in 
awhile.” 

Butler, 33, is in his 11th professional 
season; Dent, who was MVP of Super 
Bowl XX, is 34. 

“In a way I am surprised I have played 
for just one team all of these years 
because of the way that the league has 
changed lately...what with the free 
agency market and the way a team can go 
out and get other kickers and other posi- 
tion players,” said Butler, who set the 


Brought to you by... . 


Richard Dent was eagerly antici- 
pating last weekend’s reunion of 
the 1985 Super Bowl champions. 


NFL rookie scoring record with 144 
points in 1985. 

“But I have produced here. I have had 
my ups and downs like anybody in any 
career. But it is the way you come back 
after a down period. I have been very for- 
tunate to have teams around me that have 
been able to pick me up when I have 
been down, and vice yersa.” 

Most anyone would love the opportu- 
nity to be paid about $500,000 a year to 
kick a football, but few have the ability, 
fortitude or consistency Butler has 
demonstrated. 

He entered this season with 1,002 
points, seventh among active NFL play- 
ers and 22nd in league history. 

George S. Halas, the team’s founder 
and head coach for 40 years, won 324 
games, an NFL record until that total was 
surpassed two years ago by Miami 
Dolphins coach Don Shula. 

During the 1940s, Halas’ Bears won 
four straight conference titles and three 
world championships. They outscored 
their opponents 2,164 to 842 during that 
span, compiling a record of 62-7-1. In 
1963, Halas coached the Bears toa world 
title, a 14-10 win over the New York 
Giants at Wrigley Field. 

But it was during the Mike Ditka 
years from 1982-92 that the Bears gained 
international acclaim following their lop- 
sided win in Super Bowl XX. 

What Ditka may have lacked’ in style 
and diplomacy was compensated for in 
substance. Namely, 112 victories in 1% 
seasons as head coach of the Bears. 

Wannstedt continues asserting his 
style on the 1995 Bears. 

Unlike Ditka, who scooted from drill 
to drill in a golf cart because of his dete- 
riorating hips, Wannstedt stays on his 
feet during the snappy, up-tempo ses- 
sions. He stands eye-to-eye while 
instructing various players, and generally 
encouraging both rookies and veterans. 

The 1985 Bears set the standard. 
Wannstedt’s unenviable challenge in 
years to come is to raise it. 


Fred Mitchell isa columnist for the 
Chicago Tribune. 
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Stadium proposal presented 


City outlines plan 
for $156 million 
renovation of 
Soldier Field 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The City of Chicago intensified its 
efforts to keep the Bears at Soldier Field 
well into the 21st century by presenting a 
comprehensive $156 million renovation 
plan that would transform the 71-year-old 
stadium into a modern football facility. 

Under the plan, the Soldier Field play- 
ing surface would be lowered 13 feet to 
make way for the construction of 4,000 
new 'S between the goal lines, raising 
stadium capacjty to more than 70,000. 

The proposal, which would not 
require increased taxes, includes the 
addition of new skyboxes, a high-tech 
scoreboard, an exclusive restaurant and a 
sports museum that would potentially add 
millions of dollars to the Chicago Bears 
in an effort to keep them in the city. 

“This is a more thorough plan to reno- 
vate Soldier Field than we had anticipat- 
ed,” team president Michael McCaskey 
told a horde of reporters last week. “We 
were pleased with the boldness in the 
plan. There’s a lot there that would make 
it much nicer for the fans. And that’s 
where we started from. We know we 
have to get a stadium that’s better for the 
fans.” 

Besides lowering the field to increase 
capacity, the renovation plan also 
includes the following items of interest: 

¢ Dividing the stands into an upper 
and lower deck, The new lower deck 
would include 7,913 seats and 9,877 club 
seats. 

By excavating the stadium’s base- 
ment and crawl space, a new concourse 
would be created. Food courts, restrooms 
and concession areas would be located 
there. 

¢ Sixty-four new skyboxes would sur- 
round the field between the upper and 
lower decks and provide over 1,000 
seats. 

¢ New ramps would provide access to 
the mezzanine and lower-deck levels. 

¢ The upper deck would remain 
unchanged except for some structural 
alterations. 

As part of the plan, loyal fans would 
have to pay an additional charge to watch 
the Bears in person. Personal Seat 


Licenses — a concept already instituted © 


in other NFL cities — would bring in 
millions of dollars to the Bears. Fans 
would have to pay a one-time fee of 
$1,000 for the right to purchase a season 
ticket in the club seat section. Less costly 
PSLs would be required to buy other 
lower deck seats. 

If accepted, the project would begin in 
January during the offseason and be com- 
pleted in 1998. 

“We really do applaud the city’s 


efforts,” said Bears finance boss Ted 
Phillips. “They’ve clearly put a lot of 
time, thought and effort into the presenta- 
tion they made. They did a very nice job 
of presenting improvements to Soldier 
Field. 

“(But) we've got a long way to go 
before it becomes a reality, if it does.” 

The Bears are still being courted by a 
group of business leaders from Northwest 
Indiana who have proposed building an 
open-air Bears stadium on a possible site 
near Gary Municipal Airport. 
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The Bears met with the Indiana group 
on Thursday to further discuss the pro- 
posal before beginning negotiations with 
the City of Chicago on Friday. 

“We’re enthusiastic about moving for- 
ward (with Chicago). At the same time 
we are going to move forward with 
Indiana,” Phillips said. “Right now we’re 
on parallel tracks and hopefully there will 
be more meetings set up in the weeks to 
come.” 

With the latest developments, it seems 
that Illinois Governor Jim Edgar’s plan to 
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build a domed stadium near MeCormick 
Place has been temporarily shelved. 

“J think it’s fair to say that the 
McDome is on the back burner,” Phillips 
said. “It’s not dead, but it’s on the back 
burner.” 

The Bears hope to have their Peers set 
by the end of 1995. 

“Probably by the end of the year we'd 
like to know where we’re going to be 
playing,” Phillips said. “Maybe not with 
a final deal, but we'd like to know where 
we'll be.” 
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- Bears look to end skid 


By David Marran 


+ ‘Bear Report Correspondent 


Why does the NFL insist that the 
Bears play on Monday Night Football? 

All the prime time appearance does is 
frustrate Bear fans and prolong their 
agony. 

The Bears have lost a record eight 
consecutive games on Monday Night 
Football. Included in that skid was a 27- 
24,loss to the Green Bay Packers at 
Soldier Field Sept. 11. That setback 
dropped the Bears’ overall record on 
Monday night to 12-26. 

Maybe the fact that the Bears are play- 
ing the Minnesota Vikings in the 
Metrodome Monday is a good sign, The 
“Bears’ last win on MNF was a 34-17 
conquest of the Vikings in Minnesota on 
Noy. 11, 1991, 

The Bears may be catching Dennis 
Green’s Vikings at the right time. 
Minnesota split its first six games, 
including a 31-14 Opening Day loss at 
Chicago, and were as up and down as 
their .500 record indicated. The Vikings 
showed they can beat the good teams by 
winning easily at Pittsburgh. The Vikings. 
also showed they are vulnerable with a 
loss at Tampa and a close call against 
Houston. 

The Bears manhandled Minnesota in 
‘the season opener. Erik Kramer passed 
for three TDs including a 73-yarder to 
rising star Curtis Conway. 


KEY MATCHUPS 


e¢ JEREMY LINCOLN vs. WAR- 
REN MOON 

When the Bears and Vikings meet, 
usually the focus is on Minnesota wide 
receiver Cris Carter and Chicago corner- 
back Donnell Woolford. 

The Carter-Woolford match-up is 
always a great one when the Central 
rivals meet, but that may not be the focus 
this time around. 

Warren Moon may opt to pick on 
Jeremy Lincoln, and if he does so his 
main target will be Jake Reed, who isn’t 
a shabby alternative. Through seven 
weeks, Reed had averaged 13.7 yards on 


Robert Smith 


Cris Carter 


30 receptions with two touchdowns. 


* RASHAAN SALAAM vs. JACK 
DEL RIO 

“Bear Killer” Jack Del Rio spearheads 
a Minnesota defense that allowed only 
540 rushing yards in its first six games. 

The Vikings gave up only 540 rushing 
yards — an average of just 90 a game — 
in the first seven weeks. Only San 
Francisco, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 
Miami played the run better than the 
Vikings through seven weeks. This after 
Minnesota was tops against the run in 
1994, 

Rashaan Salaam seems to have found 
himself as the Bears approach the mid- 
point of his rookie season. 

The reigning Heisman Trophy winner 


Jack Del Rio 


from Colorado entered the Viking game 
with a pair of strong outings, He eclipsed 
the 100-yard mark against Carolina and 


then gained 79 against 


Jacksonville. 


yards 


° JIM FLANIGAN vs. ROBERT 
SMITH 

Defensive tackle Jim Flanigan has 
emerged as the leader of a defensive line 
that has absorbed its lumps through the 
first seven games of the season. 

Whether it-was Jerome Bettis or 
James Stewart or Edgar Bennett, the 
Bears have had trouble consistently. stuff- 
ing the run. 

Things won’t get any easier when the 
Bears try to stop speedy Robert Smith. 
The Ohio State product was averaging 
4.6 yards a carry through the Vikings 
first six games. Included in Smith’s 481 
yards was a memorable touchdown run 
with one shoe on at Pittsburgh. 

Smith was only seventh in the NFC 
through six games, but he played only 
briefly against the Bears in the opener 
after missing the preseason in a contract 
dispute. 


The Minnesota Vikings like to work 
overtime. 

Seven of the Vikings’ Jast 16 regular 
season games went into OT entering 
Week 8. 

The Vikings are 3-4 in those games. 
The Bears lost at Minnesota in OT in 
their last regular-season trip there 33-27 
Dec. 1, 1994. 
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|and had won six straight 

ings before losing this year's 

Radio-TV coverage: The gai 

nationally on ABC's Monday Night ee 
WGN Radio and the Bears Radio rework also 
will carry the game live. 


MINNESOTA 
VIKINGS 


College Name J . College 
Miami-Florida Warren Moon Washington, 
Georgia Mike Saxon . eel San Diego State 
North Carolina St. Chad May Kansas State 


Mee Mone 7 Fuad Reveiz . Tennessee 
Florida State 


usc ‘Brad Johnson 
Clemson Dewayne Washington North Carolina State 
Washington 


William & Mary Charles Mincy 
Middle Tennessee St. David Palmer . Alabama 
San Diego State 
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Ohio State 
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Jackson State Robert Smith . . 
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Nebraska 
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Washington State 
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‘The greatest and most enduring legacy 
of the 1985 Bears is their outspoken per- 
sonality. A team of characters as much as 
a team of character, it proved both can 
thrive despite the pressures and the glare 
of modern NFL life. 

The open locker room, for example, 
was a relatively new phenomenon to 
accommodate ‘the media. Instead of hid- 
ing, the players enjoyed the give-and- 
take of media exposure. To this day, 
many of them still work in the media, 
capitalizing off the popularity they 
earned on the field and were willing to 
share off it. 

A bit of history: when pro football 
started, owners and coaches such as 
George Halas practically begged for 
space in the newspapers. For years, Halas 
personally distributed press releases to 
Chicago newspapers. 

In the old days, individual personali- 
iies were of little interest to the papers. 
When they wrote about the Bears, they 
wrote strictly of the team and followed its 
fortunes primarily on the field. When 
players were mentioned in game stories, 
they were identified by number or by last 
name only. 

Strategy was more interesting to writ- 
ers than athletes. As late as the 60s, old- 
time writers nevef visited locker rooms to 
ask players what they thought of games; 
they would instead report what they saw 
with occasional comment from coaches. 
Going to locker rooms during the week to 
write feature stories was unheard of. 

' Television helped change this tradition 


‘85 SUPER BEARS CELEBRATION 


Super Bears 
left a legacy 


DON PIERSON 


as faces began to emerge from helmets. 
Fans grew curious and so did the media. 
Who are these guys anyhow? 

When the curiosity first spilled into 
the locker rooms, access was no problem. 
Writers were invited to with players, 
who loved the exposure. Even those who. 
didn’t asked writers for scrapbooks upon 
their retirement. 

As exposure grew in popularity and 
the numbers of media also grew, prob- 
lems emerged. Usually, coaches of teams 
that lost became wary of too much media 


2 Tickets 
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including hotel accommodations and transportation by United Airlines 
(Round-Trip Airfare from Chicago to Phoenix) 
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exposure. Some even blamed the media 
for the losses. Tension built and some 
teams banned reporters from locker 
rooms. 

The league, realizing the huge publici- 
ty factor, passed rules to require teams to 
cooperate with the media. Some teams 
obliged; others resisted. The 1985 Bears 
were at the forefront of teams that wel- 
comed the media, This was due to a foun- 
dation of cooperation laid by former gen- 
eral manager Jim Finks and former pub- 
lic relations director Ted Haracz and con- 
tinued under Pat McCaskey, Ken 
Valdiserri and Bryan Harlan. 

Mike Ditka’s attitude was key. 
Although he often appeared annoyed by 
his media obligations and other times 
really and truly was annoyed, Ditka rec- 
ognized the importance of the connection 
to the public, 

Because Ditka basically had little to 
hide in his coaching style and philosophy 
or in his candid comments, the open 
locker room was a joy to work in 1985. 
Players usually reflect the personality of 
their coach, The 1985 Bears were having 
fun and sharing it, realizing they were 
playing and promoting a game. Even the 
Fridge could be seen laughing. 

For every team and coach and player 
that ever spends time and effort avoiding 
or fighting the press, the 1985 Bears 
should be the all-time example of how to 
both win and enjoy it. Players didn’t 
much care what they said or what was 
reported and neither did Ditka. They real- 
ized the media had little to do with caus- 
ing them to either win or lose, but a lot to 


MAID TO 


do with how the public perceived them 
on and off the field. 

There is a direct correlation between 
media cooperation and the phenomenal 
success of the NFL as America’s most 
popular sport. If players or coaches or 
teams ever decide that correlation is irrel- 
evant or no longer necessary, they will be 
in for the rudest awakening since the lat- 
est major league baseball strike. 

It was Ditka who said: “The thing we 
have to remember is the consumer is pay- 
ing for all this, Someday, someone is 
going to say, “You know, that’s a beauti- 
ful lake out there. I could go buy a boat 
and go out on that lake all afternoon on 
Sunday and I could have enough money 
to pay for it with the money I save on 
football tickets.’ Nobody said that foot- 
ball is the end-all of the world, that it has 
to be here forever.” 

In many ways, the 1985 Bears saved 
the NFL from a dull future. The strike- 
shortened 1982 season had soured many 
fans. The 1985 Bears made football fun 
again, so much fun that commissioner 
Pete Rozelle even laughed when Jim 
McMahon advertised his name on a 
head-band. 

But lessons are difficult to learn and 
often easily forgotten. Another legacy of 
the 1985 Bears was they won despite fail- 
ing to sign two starting players from their 
No. I-ranked 1984 defense—Todd Bell 
and Al Harris. 

When they did win it all without them, 
some people thought it would end long 
contract hassles forever. Obviously, it 
didn’t. 

Dave Duerson and Wilber Marshall 
were every bit as good as Beil and Harris, 
proving that many pro football players 
only need a chance to show what they 
can do. 

When they get that chance, they make 
the most of it—on the field and off. 

The 1985 Bears left many memories, 
some more lasting than others. 


Don Pierson covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Tribune. 
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Detroit 
Lions 


Detroit followed up its stunning upset 
wins over San Francisco and Cleveland 
with a thud of a loss at Green Bay Oct. 
15. 

It was a game where the Lions fell 
behind 20-0 and never really had a 
chance of winning. 

“T don’t know why that happened,” 
coach Wayne Fontes said. “I think Green 
Bay had a lot to do with it. They are a 

® good football team. They stymied us 
early and moved the ball on us.” 

ARCH RIVALS: Running back 
Barry Sanders likes the rivalry his Lions 
have forged with the Packers. 

“They’re very competitive and we can 
always expect a dog fight,” Sanders said. 
“T think that, for whatever reason, we 
seem to bring out the best in each other 
and the fans can always expect a tough 
game. 

“This is one of those games where we 
had more trouble with them than anyone 
else in the league including Dallas and 
San Francisco,” 

OUCH: Tight end Ron Hall has been 
lost for the season with a broken leg. 

The former Tampa Bay Buccaneer 
will be replaced by 14-year veteran 
Rodney Holman. 

RECORD BOOK: Fontes entered the 
Lions game at Washington last weekend 
trailing only George Wilson on the club’s 
all-time victory list. 

Fontes had amassed 54 wins since tak- 
ing over the club in 1988. Wilson, mean- 
while, logged 55 victories between 1957 
and 1964. 

OUCH II: Quarterback Scott Mitchell 
suffered a broken finger on the final 
offensive play against the Packers but 
wasn‘t expected to miss any action. 


Green Bay 
Packers 


The days of the out-of-control Brett 
Favre may be over. 

Two years ago, Favre threw 24 inter- 
ceptions against 19 touchdown passes. 
Last season, Favre tossed 33 touchdowns 
against 14 ‘picks.’ 

This season, Fayre had 12 touchdown 
passes and six interceptions in the first 
six games. 

“Tf he hasn’t reached the point, he’s 
getting very close to the point where his 
decision making is as good as any quar- 
terback in the league,” Packer coach 
Mike Holmgren said. 

Maybe the most impressive thing 
about Favre’s start this year is that he has 
done it without Sterling Sharpe. 

Sharpe, who led the Packers in receiv- 
ing the past seven years, was forced to 
retire after last season because of a neck 
injury. 

Robert Brooks took over as the No. 1 
receiver and has made Sharpe a distant 
memory. Through six games, Brooks had 
39 catches and five touchdowns. 

“Tt was just a matter of Sterling leav- 
ing and giving Robert the chance,” Favre 
said. “It was an unfortunate situation but 
we’ve made the best of it so far.” 

M.I.A.: Tight end Keith Jackson, 
acquired from Miami in the offseason, 
was still sticking to his claim of retire- 
ment as Green Bay prepared for its Oct. 
22 showdown with Minnesota. 

MOVIN’ ON UP: Running back 
Edgar Bennett made some headway on 
the Packers’ all-time receiving and rush- 
ing lists in the win over Detroit Oct. 15. 

Bennett moved past Eddie Lee Ivory 
onto 16th place on the club’s all-time 
receiving list with four catches against 
the Lions. 
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subscription expire? 
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CENTRAL 
ISSUES 


By David Marran 


Minnesota 
Vikings 


In the season’s first seven weeks, the 
Viking offense was struggling inside the 
20-yard line. 

Minnesota scored only nine touch- 
downs in its first 19 chances in the “red 
zone” this season (47.4 percent). 

The 47.4 percent clip is an improve- 
ment over last year’s feeble 39.6 percent 
rate which was 27th in the NFL. Only the 
Cincinnati Bengals had a worse rate. 

WORKING OT: Despite a 3-4 
record in their last seven overtime games, 
Viking coach Dennis Green said he is 
opposed to any rule changes to minimize 
the coin toss. 

Green is a member of the league’s 
competition committee. 

“It always comes up in discussion, 
giving both teams a chance to score but 
I'm not in favor,” Green said. “Sudden 
death brings its own excitement and ‘no 
one says you don’t have a chance to stop 
‘em.” ; 

The record five OT games in Week 6 
seemed to reinforce Green’s points. One 
game ended on a punt return, one ended 
on an interception return while another 
ended after a punt and an interception. 

PICKFEST: Through six games, the 
Vikings were tied for the NFC lead with 
10 interceptions. 

No Viking, however, had more than 
two “picks.” 

LEADERS: Through six games, Cris 
Carter led the Vikings in TDs (5) and 
receptions (38), while Jake Reed paced 
the club in receiving yards (411). 

Warren Moon ranked eighth in the 
NFC with a 83.9 quarterback rating, 
while his seven interceptions were the 
second most in the conference behind 
only Arizona’s Dave Krieg (11). 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


After Week 4, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers were last in the NFL in take- 
away-giveaway at minus-six and their 
record was 2-2. ‘ 

Three weeks later, the Bucs are plus- 
six and have moved into second in the 
NFC in takeaway-giveaway ratio. 

The Bucs forced 14 of their NFL-high 
21 takeaways over that span. In their 
overtime win over Minnesota Oct. 15, 
safety John Lynch had two interceptions 
and cornerback Martin Mayhew picked 
up a fumble and rumbled 78 yards for a 
score. 

“It’s been the whole defense stepping 
up and making plays,” Bucs’ defensive 
coordinator Rusty Tillman said, “We 
took the ball away four times against 
Minnesota, six times the week before 
against Cincinnati and four times the 
week before that against Carolina. That’s 
14 takeaways in three weeks. When you 
create those kinds of opportunities, good 
things usually happen.” 

WOW: The Bucs were 5-2 and in first 
place heading into Week 8. 

It is the first time the Bucs have been 
in first place after seven weeks since 
1979. 

A KICK: Kicker Michael Husted 
logged game-winning kicks of over 50 
yards in consecutive weeks. 

One week after beating Cincinnati 
with a 53-yard field goal, Husted nailed a 
5\-yarder in OT to beat Minnesota. 

“Just another day at the office for 
him,” receiver Alvin Harper said after the 
win over Minnesota. 

PRODUCTIVE BACK: Through 
Week 7, Errict Rhett had scored more 
TDs (6) than any other NFC running 
back besides Emmitt Smith (7). 


Bears doesn't arrive??? 


MOVING? 


Don't forget one of your most prized possessions. ..your subscription to BEAR REPORT. Often we forget those 
items we don't use each day. However, how will you feel next month when your issue covering the Chicago 


Please use this convenient form. It will help speed up your request and you won't miss any issues. 


PLACE LABEL FROM MOST RECENT ISSUE HERE 


new address here 


Mail to: BEAR REPORT 
Change of Address 
112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590. 
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On top of the heap 


message to teams 
that passed him 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


When four running backs were 
chosen ahead of him in the NFL draft, 
Rashaan Salaam vowed to make 
those teams regret they had passed 
him by. 

So far, the Bears’ rookie is convey- 
ing that message loud and clear. Of 
the five backs taken in the first round, 
Salaam, the 21st overall pick, is tops 
in rushing yards, attempts and touch- 
downs (see box below). 

His 355 yards and three TDs lead a 
pack that includes No. 17 Tyrone 
Wheatley of the Giants (35 carries for 
141 yards and 1 TD), No. 18 
Napoleon Kaufman of the Raiders 
(58-286-1) and No. 19 James Stewart 
of the Jaguars (86-28 1-1). 

Ki-Jana Carter, the No. 1 overall 
selection by the Cincinnati Bengals, is 
out for the season after suffering a 
serious knee injury during a preseason 
game at Detroit. 

“Tm just going to keep on working 
hard because I’m getting better and 
hope by the end of the season it'll be 
the same outcome,” Salaam said. 

“I’m feeling pretty good that I’m 
doing so well. I just feel bad that Ki- 
Jana Carter had to tear a ligament like 
that. Hopefully, he can come back and 
be the same back he was in ‘94.” 

While Salaam is tops among run- 
ning backs drafted in the first five 
rounds, he is second in all three cate- 
gories to Denver rookie Terrell 
Davis. The sixth-round pick (196 
overall) has 108 carries for 418 yards 


and four TDs. 
af 


LOSING PATIENCE: While 
Salaam continues to develop, last sea- 
son’s rushing sensation chomps at the 
bit to get back in the lineup. Raymont 
Harris, who broke his collarbone on 
the second play of the regular season, 
hopes to return to action Nov. 5 when 
the Bears host the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

“The toughest thing is knowing 
that our team — and especially the 
offense — is doing really good and 
knowing that I could be out there con- 
tributing and making our offense that 
much more explosive,” Harris said. 
“That hurts a lot because of all the 
time I put in getting prepared for this 
year. I had such great expectations and 
now I won’t reach any of my goals 
except for the team goals.” 

Harris, who gained 464 yards on 
123 carries in 1994 after being select- 
ed in the fourth round out of Ohio 
State, says he isn’t worried about 
regaining his starting job despite the 
fact that Tony Carter has stepped in 
and performed well. 

“That's not anything I’m really 
concerned about,” Harris said. 
“Antonio is a really good player, but I 
know there are different skills and 
abilities that I can contribute to our 
offensive team and I know that if I’m 
healthy and I can play, I can con- 
tribute.” 

Harris said that when he’s declared 
ready to play, he’ll be available for 


Pick Player, team 
1 Ki-Jana Carter, Bengals 
17 Tyrone Wheatley, Giants 
18 Napoleon Kaufman, Raiders 
19 James Stewart, Jaguars 
21 _Rashaan Salaam, BEARS 
46 Sherman Williams, Cowboys 
51 Terrell Fletcher, Chargers 
66 Willie Henderson, Packers 
74 Curtis Martin, Patriots 
89 Rodney Thomas, Oilers 
169 Ryan Christopherson, Jaguars 
192 Cory Schlesinger, Lions 
196 Terrell Davis, Broncos 
208 Fred McCrary, Eagles 
244 Darick Holmes, Bills 


How the rookies stack up 


This list includes all drafted backs with at least one rushing attempt this season. 


Att. Yrds. Avg. TDs 

(Torn ACL: Out for season) 
35 141 «4.0 1 
58 286 49 1 
80 28 33 1 
105 355 34 3 
27, 156s 5:80) 
DS , ~ 24 STA Be 0) 
a 175.67 0) 
94 288 3.1 2 
OQ 276: 33.6 2 
15 12250 5 1 
1 1 00S 50: 
108 418 39 4 
1 PTO 0) 
SO 234 4.7 1 
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Of the five running backs taken in the first round of the draft, 


Rashaan Salaam tops the list in yards, attempts and touchdowns. 


full-time duty. 

“When I.come back, I’m coming 
back,” he said. “I’m not going to come 
back to hold for kicks or anything like 
that. When I’m healthy I'll be back 
and I'll be hungry.” 

In Harris’ absence, Carter has 
opened holes for Salaam with fine 
blocking and has also caught 13 pass- 
es for 96 yards out of the backfield. 
For now, the second-year back out of 
Minnesota is not worried about losing 
his job. 

“My main focus is just taking care 
of the job at hand, and that’s to play 
well and control the things I can con- 
trol,” said Carter. “I guess I'll just 
cross that bridge when I come to it.” 


‘ 
‘e 

ROSTER MOVE: The Bears 
signed tight end Andre President off 
the Patriots practice squad and 
released wide receiver Greg Primus 
on Thursday. President, a 6-foot-3, 25- 
pound rookie from Angelo State, was 
added to the $3-man roster mainly for 
practice purposes with the uncertainty 
concerning Chris Gedney’s medical 
condition (see page 24). 


i 
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CATCH THIS: With Curtis 
Conway (443 receiving yards) and 


Jeff Graham (422), the Bears are one 
of only three NFL teams to have both 
starting receivers over the 400-yard 
mark. The others are Detroit (Brett 
Perriman’s 528 and Herman 
Moore’s 510) and Atlanta (Eric 
Metcalf’s 455 and Bert Emanuel’s 
400). 

Chicago has the only pair of 
receivers averaging at least 16 yards 
per catch; Conway is averaging 17.0 
and Graham is at 16.2. 


‘ 

QUICK IMPACT: In only two 
games, Nate Lewis has propelled him- 
self to the No. 2 spot in the NFL on 
kick returns. On eight returns, Lewis 
has a 27.6 yard average. He trails only 
Washington’s Brian Mitchell (28.6 


average). Lewis celebrated his 29th 
birthday Thursday (Oct. 19). 


‘ 
iy 
. © : 

STUFFED: With only one rushing 
TD allowed in their first six games, 
the Bears are tied for fewest rushing 
TDs allowed with Miami, Seattle and 
San Francisco. 

Entering Sunday’s game aginst 
Houston, the Bears had not permitted 
a rushing TD in 22 quarters dating 
back to the second period of the sea- 
son opener. 
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Gedney out indefinitely 


Stomach ailment has not responded to treatment 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Ever heard the old story about the dog 
with arthritis, a bum leg, deafness in one 
ear and a severe case of fleas...who 
answers to the name of “lucky”? 

Chris Gedney can relate. After not 
missing a single game in four seasons of 
college football at 
Syracuse, the 
tight end has 
experienced 
enough bizarre 
maladies in three 
seasons with the 
Bears to last a 
lifetime} 
Gedney’s latest 
ailment has land- 
ed him back in the 
hospital for anoth- 
er full week of treatment. 

Gedney was hospitalized during the 
Bears’ bye week to treat colitis, an 
inflammation of the colon, Unfortunate- 
ly, his condition requires further medical 
attention, 

The Bears released a brief statement 
on Wednesday from trainer Fred Caito 


Organize and Protect 
Your Copies Of 


Gedney 


These custom-made title cases are designed to 
hold a year’s issues (may vary with issue size) 
and provide protection from damage during stor- 
age. Constructed of reinforced board and cov- 
ered with durable leather-like material in blue with 
BEAR REPORT hot-stamped in gold, the cases 
are V-notched for easy access. 


closed is wt 
ad $1 50 pe casa Tor postage and handling. Outside 


ZIP. 
ICharge Orders ($15 Minimum) 
1O.Am. Ex. QVISA OMC OD.C. Exp. Date. 
{Card No, 

1 CALL TOLL FREE 7 DAYS-24 HOURS 


1-800-825-6690 


that read: “Chris Gedney has not 
responded to the traditional medial treat- 
ment for his ulcerative colitis — he has 
been hospitalized for further evaluation 
and treatment. Chris and his family con- 
sider this a very personal matter, and 
because of this, no further details are 
available at this time.” 

Since joining the Bears as a third- 
round draft choice in 1993, Gedney has 
missed significant action because of a 
broken collarbone, heel problems and a 
broken leg. 

“For a guy who never missed a game 
in college, he’s had some tough breaks 
since he’s been here, and it’s a shame,” 
said coach Dave Wannstedt. 

“Tt really wasn’t clearing up like it 
should, so the doctors made the decision 
to put him back in the hospital and try to 
treat it more intensely. 

“The doctors are going to give us a 
report after a week’s time. Hopefully 
after a week he’ll have some positive 
response to the treatment and he'll be 
back with us.” 

The 6-foot-5 Gedney, listed on the 
Bears’ roster at 265 pounds, has lost 20 
pounds. He visited Wannstedt Tuesday 
before being re-admitted to the hospital. 


“His biggest concern was letting the 
team down,” Wannstedt said. “He was 
disappointed because we feel like we're 
making some progress and he wants to be 
a part of it. But he’s doing everything 
possible.” 

Gedney has three receptions for 32 
yards this season. He has also held for 
Kevin Butler on field goals and extra 
points and has served as the long-snapper 
on punts. 

Jay Leeuwenburg will become the 
long-snapper, with Jerry Fontenot and 
Ryan Wetnight also available. Steve 
Walsh will likely hold on kicks, although 
Todd Sauerbrun filled that role during 
training camp. 

On offense, the Bears may opt to 
eliminate some two tight end sets and go 
with other personnel groups, such as 
more plays with two running backs and 
one tight end. Wetnight will continue to 
line up as the fourth receiver on third 
down plays with Curtis Conway, Jeff 
Graham and Michael Timpson. 

Wetnight has five receptions for 34 
yards and a touchdown. 

“We've got confidence in Ryan. Ryan 
had a real good camp and he’s played 
well this year,” Wannstedt said. 
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OFFICIAL FAN CLUB CHAPTERS 


|ALASKA 

Anchorage: Ken Mack .. = (907) 243-6769) 
ARIZONA. 

‘State Coordinator: Christian Helis 602) 967-3310 
[Sonita: Fred Grill. 

HTueson: Mike Truelsen . 


CALIFORNIA 

[State Coordinator: Jim Cunningham . . (310) 425-0216 
Burbank: Peter Hebda ..... » (B18) 315-3334 
Campbell: Kathy Kiewit . (408) 241-3453 
ILos Alamitos: Pegey Elling 


jiego: 
ISan Francisco: Jackie Warshauer . 
San Jose: Jeff Hull . “ : 
South Orange County: Don Gaggiano . 
|Stockton/Lodi: Carlos Ruiz .. . t 


|COLORADO 
Denver: Tim Stanevich 


FLORIDA 
[Cape Coral: Bob/Arlyn Schiffer! .. 
Clearwater: Joe Lentine . .. 
Fort Lauderdale: Bill Davis 
[Fort Myers: Jim & Joyce Clark 
fille: Carole Andonie 


‘Sanibel Istand: Jerome Holton . 
Stuart: Jerry Compton. 
Tampa: Meg Marshall 


(Central Illinois: Ray Picl . 
Norridge: Althina Petsas 
Qua Sharon Green 
Springfield: Jim Speis . 
Tinley Park: Connie Barrera + (708) 633-8363 
INDIANA 

Fort Wayne: Joe Sablic . (219) 447-5661 
Muncie: Jean Wheat .. 
Northeast: Dave Dean , 


(219) 356+ 5793 


OWA 
Cedar Rapids: Jamie Molony . 


(319) 365-5049 
Dubuque: Doug Fisher ..... 3 


Baltimore: John Cheek « (410) 766-7976, 


|MICHIGAN 
Detroit: Ruth Staley « (810) 305-8054 
Minneapolis: Sean Barrett . « (612) 898-2479) 


Branson/Springfield: Chuck Hewitt 
St. Louis: Paul Hansen. 2... 0.000504 (314) 53 


|NEBRASKA 

Freemont: Leah Merz... 
Walthill: Merlyn Tremayne 
INEVADA 

Las Vegas: Troy Hattery (7102) 6916-9261 
NEW YORK 


Oceanside: Steve Leiter . 
Rochester: Tony Pucillo . 


(516) 678-4736 
«T16) 352-4226 


Raleigh: Donald Dement 


OHIO 

State Coordinator: Cindi Da 
Columbus: Lisa Caudill 
Dayton: Dick Mann. 


(513) 293-0978 
|OREGON 

Portland: Frank Miceli (503) 760-7200 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Lancaster: James Plourde . 
Harrisburg: Steve Browne 


(717) 399-2990} 
<(717) 691-0226 


(615) 399-9040) 


- (214) 414-2731 
« (214) 351-0251 


(414) 453-6575 


For information on starting a 
send a letter to: 
Chicago Bears Fan Club 
736 N. Western Avenue #393. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
lor leave a message for Francie Portrey, National Direct 
fat (800) 790-BEAR. 
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(Central Time) 
Week 1 


Sunday, Sept. 3 
BEARS 31, Minnesota 14 
St, Louis 17, Green Bay 14 
New England 17, Cleyeland 14 
Atlanta 23, Carolina 20, OT 
+ Tampa Bay 21, Philadelphia 6 
Miami 52, New York 14 
Kansas City 34) Seattle 10 
Cincinnati 24, Indianapolis 21, OT 
+ Houston 10, Jacksonville 3 
San Francisco 24, New Orleans 22 
Pittsburgh 23, Detroit 20 
Oakland 17, San Diego 7 
Washington 27, Arizona 7 
Denver 22, Buffalo 7 
Monday, Sept. 4 
Dallas 35, N.Y. Giants 0 


Sunday, Sept. 10 
Miami 20, New England 3 
Pittsburgh 34, Houston 17 
Minnesota 20, Detroit 10. 
Kansas City 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT 
Dallas 31, Denver 21 
San Diego 14, Seattle 10 
San Francisco 41, Atlanta 10 
Oakland 20, Washington 8 
St. Louis 17, New Orleans 13 
Buffalo 31, Carolina 9 
Cleveland 22, Tampa Bay 6 
Indianapolis 27, N.Y. Jets 24, OT 
Cincinnati 24, Jacksonyille 17 
Philadelphia 31, Arizona 19 
Monday, Sept. 11 
Green Bay 27, BEARS 24 


Sunday, Sept. 17 
BEARS 25, Tampa Bay 6 
San Diego 27, Philadelphia 21 
Kansas City 23, Oakland 17, OT 
St. Louis 31, Carolina 10 
Arizona 20, Detroit 17 
San Francisco 28, New England 3 
N.Y. Jets 27, Jacksonville 10 
Buffalo 20, Indianapolis 14 
Cleveland 14, Houston 7 
Atlanta 27, New Orleans 24, OT 
Green Bay 14, N.Y. Giants 6 
Seattle 24, Cincinnati 21 
Denver 38, Washington 31 
Dallas 23, Minnesota 17, OT 
Monday, Sept. 18 
Miami 23, Pittsburgh 10 


BYE: Buffalo, Carolina, Indianapolis, Miami, 
New England, Seattle 
Sunday, Sept. 24 


” St. Louis 34, BEARS 28 


Green Bay 24, Jacksonville 14 

N.Y. Giants 45, New Orleans 29 

Minnesota 44, Pittsburgh 24 

San Diego 17, Denver 6 

Dallas 34, Arizona 20 

Oakland 48, Philadelphia 17 

Cleveland 35, Kansas City 17 

Tampa Bay 1, Washington 6 

Atlanta 13, N.Y. Jets 3 

Houston 38, Cincinnati 28 
Monday, Sept. 25 

Detroit 27, San Francisco 24 


Week 5: 
BYE: Bears, Detroit, Green Bay, Minnesota 
Sunday, Oct. 1 
Atlanta 30, New England 17 
Miami 26, Cincinnati 23 
‘Tampa Bay 20, Carolina 13 
Philadelphia 15, New Orleans 10 
Washington 27, Dallas 23 : 
Indianapolis 21, St. Louis 18 
Kansas City 24, Arizona 3 
Jacksonville 17, Houston 16 
Seattle 27, Denver 10 
Pittsburgh 31, San Diego 16 
San Francisco 20, N.Y. Giants 6 
Oakland 47, N.Y. Jets 10 
Monday, Oct. 2 
Buffalo 22, Cleveland 19 


BYE: Atlanta, New Orleans, St. Louis, 
San Francisco 
Sunday, Oct. 8 


Se 


Chicago Bears 1995 Schedule 
PRESEASON 
Date Opponent Bears Opp. 
Fri., Aug. 4 CAROLINA: PANTHERS 18 15 
Mon., Aug. 14 at Cleveland Browns 13 55 
Sun., Aug. 20 ARIZONA CARDINALS 16 17 
Thurs., Aug. 24 at Indianapolis Colts 7 29 
REGULAR SEASON 
Sun., Sept. 3 MINNESOTA VIKINGS 31 14 
Mon., Sept. 11 GREEN BAY PACKERS, 24 27. 
Sun., Sept. 17 at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 25 6 
Sun., Sept. 24 at St. Louis Rams: 28 34 
Sun., Oct. 1 Bye Week 
Sun., Oct. 8 CAROLINA PANTHERS 31 27 
Sun., Oct, 15 at Jacksonville Jaguars 30 27 
Sun., Oct. 22 HOUSTON OILERS 35 32 
Mon., Oct. 30, at Minnesota Vikings 8:00 p.m. ABC 
Sun., Nov. 5 PITTSBURGH STEELERS 3:00 p.m. NBC 
ISun., Nov. 12 at Green Bay Packers Noon FOX 
Sun., Nov. 19. DETROIT LIONS Noon FOX 
Sun., Nov. 26 at New York Giants Noon FOX 
Mon., Dec. 4 at Dettdit Lions 8:00 p.m. ABC 
Sun., Dec. 10 at Cincinnati Bengals Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec: 17 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec. 24 PHILADELPHIA EAGLES Noon FOX 
Central time 
HOME GAMES IN CAPS 


BEARS 31, Carolina 27 
Dallas 34, Green Bay 24 
Buffalo 29, N.Y. Jets 10 
Philadelphia 37, Washington 34, OT 
Minnesota 23, Houston 17, OT 
Indianapolis 27, Miami 24, OT 
N.Y. Giants 27, Arizona 21, OT 
Denver 37, New England 3 
Tampa Bay 19, Cincinnati 16 
Jacksonville 20, Pittsburgh 16 
Detroit 38, Cleveland 20 
Oakland 34, Seattle 14 

Monday, Oct. 9 
Kansas City 29, San Diego 23, OT 


BYE: Cleveland, Cincinnati, Houston, Pittsburgh 
‘Thursday, Oct. 12 
St. Louis 21, Atlanta 19 
Sunday, Oct. 15 
BEARS 30, Jacksonville 27 
Green Bay 30, Detroit 21 
Kansas City 31, New England 26 
Tampa Bay 20, Minnesota 17, OT 
Carolina 26, N.Y, Jets 15 
Dallas 23, San Diego 9 
Buffalo 27, Seattle 21 
Philadelphia 17, N.Y. Giants 14 
Indianapolis 18, San Francisco 17 
New Orleans 33, Miami 30 
Arizona 24, Washington 20 
Monday, Oct. 16 
Denver 27, Oakland 0 


BYE: Arizona, Dallas, N.Y, Giants, Philadelphia 
Thursday, Oct. 19 
Cincinnati 27, Pittsburgh 9 
Sunday, Oct. 22 
BEARS 35, Houston 32 
Green Bay 38, Minnesota 21 
N.Y. Jets 17, Miami 16 
Carolina 20, New Orleans 3 
Atlanta 24, Tampa Bay 21 
Kansas City 21, Denver 7 
Oakland 30, Indianapolis 17 
San Diego 35, Seattle 25 
Jacksonville 23, Cleveland 15 
Washington 36, Detroit 30, OT 
San Francisco 44, St. Louis 10 
Monday, Oct. 23 
Buffalo at New England 8pm. 


BYE: Denver, Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
San Diego 
Sunday, Oct. 29 

Jacksonville at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis . 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Dallas at Atlanta 
St. Louis at Philadelp! 
Green Bay at Detroit .. 
Carolina at New. England 
Buffalo at Miami . 


Seattle at Arizona . . . - 
New Orleans at San Francisco 
Tampa Bay at Houston 
N.Y. Giants at Waffiington . 

Monday, Oct. 30 
BEARS at Minnesota . 


BYE: Jacksonville, Tampa Bay 

‘Sunday, Nov. 5 
Pittsburgh at BEARS . 
Buffalo at Indianapolis . 
New England at N.Y. Jets . 
Houston at Cleveland 


Detroit at Atlanta. . Noon 
St. Louis at New Orleans Noon 
Green Bay at Minnesota Noon 
Washington at Kansas City Noon 
Oakland at Cincinnati 3 p.m. 
Carolina at San Francisco 3pm. 
Arizona at Denver ... 3pi 


N.Y. Giants at Seattle 

‘Miami at San Diego .. 
Monday, Nov. 6 

Philadelphia at Dallas 


Week 11 


BYE: N.Y. Jets, Washington 

Sunday, Nov. 12 
BEARS at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at New Orleans - 


Oakland at N.Y. Giants . ‘Noon 
Atlanta at Buffalo Noon 
New England at Miami . Noon 
Cincinnati at Houston . Noon 
Seattle at Jacksonville . Noon 
Carolina at St. Louis Noon 
‘Tampa Bay at Detroi {Noon 
Kansas City at San Diego . 3pm, 


‘San Francisco at Dallas. 

Minnesota at Arizona 

Denver at Philadelphia . . 
Monday, Nov. 13 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh ............240+4 8pm, 


Week 12 


Sunday, Nov. 19 
Detroit at BEARS . . 
Seattle at Washington . 
Jacksonville at Tampa Bay 
Indianapolis at New England 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
St. Louis at Atlanta . 
Arizona at Carolina . 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphi: 
Green Bay at Cleveland . 
San Diego at Denver 
Dallas at Oakland . 
New Orleans at Min 
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets... 
Houston at Kansas City . 

Monday, Nov. 20 
San Francisco at Miami 
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‘Thursday, Nov. 23 
Minnesota at Detroit «2.1.4... 
Kansas City at Dallas . .. 
Sunday, No 
BEARS at N.Y. Giants . .. 
Miami at Indianapolis 
New England at Buffalo 
Cincinnati at Jacksonville ..... : 
Philadelphia at Washington .............4 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay ... 
Denver at Houston 
N.Y. Jets at Seattle ..... 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
St. Louis at San Francisco 
‘Atlanta at Arizona . 
Carolina at New Orleans ‘ 
Monday, Nov. 27 
Oakland at San Diego 


© Thursday, Nov. 30 

N.Y. Giants at Arizona ... Seen 

Sunday, Di 
Indianapolis at Carolina 
Cincinnati at Green Bay 
Houston at Pittsburgh .. . 
Atlanta at Miami .. . 
New Orleans at New England 
St. Louis at N.Y. Jets. .... 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
Jacksonville at Denver . . 
Kansas City at Oakland . 
Cleveland at San Diego ...... 
Washington at Dallas . 
Philadelphia at Seattle 
Buffalo at San Francisco 

Monday, Dec. 
BEARS at Detroit 


Saturday, Dec. 9 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Arizona at San Diego . . 
Sunday, Dec. 10 
BEARS at Cincinnati ..2........2...2204 
Buffalo at St. Louis ... 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville . 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
San Francisco at Carolina 
Dallas at Philadelphia . 
Detroit at Houston . 
Seattle at Denver . 
Pitisburgh at Oakland 
Washington at N.Y. Giants 
Green Bay at Tampa Bay .. 
Monday, Dec. 12 
Kansas City‘at Miami. 


Week 16 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
New England at Pittsburgh . 
Green Bay at New. Orleans. . 
Sunday, Dec. 
Tampa Bay at BEARS 
Jacksonville at Detroit 
Miami at Buffalo 
Cincinnati at Cleveland . 
N.Y. Jets at Houston . . 
Atlanta at Carolina... : 
Arizona at Philadelphia ....... 
Washington at St. Louis 
Denver at Kansas City . 
San Diego at Indianapolis 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas . 
Oakland at Seattle - “s 
Monday, Dec. 18 
Minnesota at San Francisco . 


Week 17 


Saturday, Dec. 23 
San Diego at N.Y. Giants - 
Detroit at Tampa Bay ... 
New England at Indianapol 
Sunday, Dec. 24 
Philadelphia at BEARS 
Pittsburgh at Green Bay 
Houston at Buffalo... 
Seattle at Kansas City 
Cleveland at Jacksonville . 
San Francisco at Atlanta . 
New Orleans at N.Y. Jets . 
Minnesota at Cincinnati 
Carolina at Washington . 
Denver at Oakland . 
Miami at St. Louis 
Monday, Dee, 25 
Dallas at Arizona... 0.05... ...etecure 0! 8pm. 


11:30 am. 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Football was fun, but Jim Covert has 
discovered that it doesn’t last a lifetime. 

The former all pro left tackle, who 
anchored the Bears’ offensive line 
throughout the memorable ‘80s, now 
excels on another playing field. Covert is 
employed by Caremark International in 
Northbrook as vice president of business 
development in the acquisition of physi- 
cal therapy centers. 

*A lot of athletes who have played 
football, for a long time think they haye 
10 be involved in something related to 
football to be successful,” Covert said. “I 
felt the same way until I understood that 
Thad other skills that were transferable to 
the business world.” 

Covert assesses physical therapy cen- 
ters during on-site visits across the coun- 
try to determine whether they fit into 
Caremark’s strategic plan. He has helped 
Caremark start from scratch by acquiring 
124 centers in Illinois, Texas, 
‘Washington and California. 

“From an adrenaline standpoint, noth- 


WHERE ARE _ 
THEY NOW... 


ing compares to football,” said Covert, 
who played eight seasons with the Bears 
after joining the club as a first-round 
draft pick in 1983. “This is more cerebral 
and you haye to do more homework and 
analysis. But it’s enjoyable.” 

Covert started every game as a rookie 
with the Bears and was an integral part of 
the 1985 Super Bowl championship 
team. He loved playing with a diverse 
cast of characters and, like the others, 
took advantage of the team’s tremendous 
popularity. Anybody remember watching 
Covert participate in “WrestleMania” 
along with teammate William Perry fol- 


‘lowing the Super Bowl? 


“T had a lot of fun when I played,” 
Covert said. “Everybody enjoyed each 
other’s company and everybody was just 
yery unselfish. We didn’t let anything 
like petty jealousies get in the way. 
Everybody should get the opportunity to 
play on a team like that for at least one 
season.” 

Covert lives in Chicago’s northern 
suburbs with his wife, Penny, and their 
three children: Casey, 15, Jessica, 8, and 
Scott, 4. 


Tackle Jim Covert anchored the Bears’ offensive line during the ‘80s. 
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Back where he belongs 


First off, 1 would like to welcome 
back “The Sack Man,” Richard Dent! He 
is back where he should be, in a Chicago 
Bears uniform. Now we have two great 
defensive ends in Dent and Alonzo 
Spellman, who in my opinion is off to a 
great start, 

I would also like to congratulate the 
offense and address some things on 
defense. The offense is putting up points 
like crazy and Erik Kramer is the key. 
He’s been throwing the ball like a Pro 
Bowl quarterback. We finally have a 
decent quartetback who can get the ball 
to the excellent receivers we have. 

, Looking ahead, I hope Rashaan 
Salaam picks it up and Robert Green 
comes back ‘strong and plays like he did 
in the first three games. 

The defense, however, needs help. 
Brett Favre and Chris Miller threw all 
over the Bears’ defense. And although 
they didn’t have huge games, it looked 
like Edgar Bennett and Jerome Bettis 
were running right over our linebackers. 

' Why is the secondary playing with 
such big cushions? Why don’t Barry 
Minter and Myron Baker play more on 
defense? Minter plays on third downs, 
but I feel both Minter and Baker should 
play more on first and second down. And 
why can’t the Bears hold a team on third 
down anymore? 


Pete Torsiello 
Las Vegas 


NFL means business 


Two articles in the Sept. 16 issue of 
Bear Report were not only contrasting in 
their approach, but provided considerable 
“food for thought” as to the future suc- 
cess or failure of the Chicago Bears fran- 
chise. 

Both articles stressed the enormous 
and increasing importance that sponsor- 
ship and endorsement opportunities have 
and will have in the modern game, which 
has become a business. 

On page 3, Larry Mayer speculated on 
the impact a player of the caliber of 
Deion Sanders would have on our 
beloved team. He rightly pointed out that 
although such a prospect seemed very 
remote (and unthinkable to some), it 
should certainly not be dismissed as 
hopeless, not the least because “Chicago 
is the largest city in the country where 
pro athletes are the dominant celebrity.” 

On the very next page, Fred 
Mitchell’s column seemed somewhat 
more pessimistic and resigned to “the 
inevitable” — that family-owned teams 
such as the Bears would always “play 
second fiddle” to progressive teams like 
the Cowboys and 49ers, 

But, whether one admires Jerry Jones’ 
approach to sponsorship as innovative or 


bemoans it as “ruthlessly opportunistic 
bending of the rules,” it is futile to bury 
our heads in the sand and ignore that it 
represents the future for successful NFL 
franchises. 

So, come on, Mr. McCaskey, please 
demonstrate that “family owned” does 
not necessarily mean old-fashioned. Let’s 
exploit the enormous commercial poten- 
tial of the City of Chicago and the great 
history and tradition of this great fran- 
chise to attract great players and ensure 
future success. 


John M. Clegg 
Ponte Verde Beach, Florida 


All sizzle, no steak 


Tam glad the Bears did not “sell out” 
by pursuing Deion Sanders. The idea of 
Deion Sanders playing for the Bears is 
one of the worst I have ever heard. First 
-of all, to be a Bear you need to know 
how to tackle. I do not believe that the 
likes of Gary Fencik, Dan Hampton, 
Dick Butkus or Doug Atkins ever shied 
away from contact. 

Secondly, Sanders is mostly flash and 
little substance. He’s all sizzle and no 
steak, He is more concerned with his own 
well-being and popularity than he is with 
the welfare of the team. 

The Bears need players who are com- 
mitted to the team year-round. Coach 
Wannstedt does not seem like he would 
tolerate anything less than a whole-heart- 
ed, year-round commitment to winning. 

Lastly, despite his abilities, Sanders is 
all wrong for Chicago. Donnell Woolford 
is a Chicago-type of corner and a 
Chicago-type of guy. Woolford can 
cover, support the run and hit better than. 
any corner in the league. While Woolford 
makes a mistake here and there (remem- 
ber that 99-yarder?), he is a team player 
who has demonstrated time and again an. 
ability to bounce back after a bad play. 

The bottom line is this: The league is 
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changing and old traditions might not 
mean as much as they once did. 
However, there are still a few traditions 
that will always remain. Foremost among 
them is that a player like Sanders would 
never have fit into the Bears during any 
era of the team’s existence. 

If the Bears had signed Sanders, the 
increase in quality of play would not 
overcome the tarnishing of the team’s 
hard-earned image. I am very happy he 
will be doing his dancing elsewhere. He 
and Jerry Jones deserve each other. 


Jeffrey Wagner 
New York City 


Fans deserve the best 


Td like to congratulate you and your 
staff on an excellent publication. 

I'm a lifelong Bears fan who has 
moved around the last 10 years, and I 
was disturbed to hear that the Bears are 
having trouble with the city about their 
new stadium. I’ve attended games in 
some other NFL cities and been 
impressed with the stadiums and the fan 
support. 

In my lifetime the Bears have been up 
and down, and throughout that time they 
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have had very loyal fans. If any NFL 
team deserves a brand-new open air sta- 
dium, it is the Chicago Bears. , » 

Mayor Richayd Daley is already talk- 
ing about letting the Bears go. Where 
would the City of Chicago and the Bears 
be without each other? I hope Daley and 
Governor Jim Edgar can work out a deal 
because the fans of the Chicago Bears 
deserve better. 


Brian R, Bennett 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 


Open and shut case 


Let's be the leaders, not the followers, # 

The Bears need a new stadium, the 
state wants to justify the cost of building 
a new stadium, and the Bears want an 
outdoor stadium with real grass. 

Why not build the first NFL. stadium 
with a retractable dome and real grass? 
With all the new technology in grass 
growing, lights and building erection, 
they should be able to accomplish this in 
a relatively simple and cost-worthy man- 
ner. 


Randy Bazzell 
Englewood, Colorado 


